Surface Water Withdrawal Permitting is Underway in South Carolina
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The Surface Water Withdrawal, Permitting, Use, and Reporting Regulation (R.61-119) became effective June 22, 2012 pursuant to the Surface Water Withdrawal, Permitting, Use, and Reporting Act of 2010.  The Act requires any surface water withdrawal over three million gallons in any month to be permitted by the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC).  Surface water withdrawals over three million gallons in any month for agricultural activities require a registration from DHEC. 

Now that the regulation is effective, DHEC has begun the permitting process for non-agricultural withdrawers and the registration process for agricultural withdrawers.  Existing non-agricultural surface water withdrawers, as defined by the Act, must submit an application to DHEC within 180 day of the effective date of the regulation (determined to be on or before December 19, 2012) to receive a permit and a withdrawal amount based on the criteria established for existing withdrawers in the Act.  If an existing withdrawer does not submit an application to DHEC by the aforementioned date, they will need to pursue a permit as a new surface water withdrawer.  DHEC will be contacting existing agricultural withdrawers to register their withdrawals. 

For more information about the surface water use permitting and registration process, visit the following website http://www.scdhec.gov/environment/water/sfw.htm.  The website includes links to the Act, regulation and application forms for existing and new permits and registrations.

If you have any questions about surface water permitting, please contact Mr. Charles Gorman at 803-898-3112.

