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ASHLEY RIVER SPECIAL AREA MANAGEMENT PLAN

INTRODUCTION

The Ashley River, located in the lowcountry of South Carolina, is one of
the most significant rivers of our state, and even of our nation, due to its
great beauty as well as its location in and association with an area rich in
historical, archaeological and natural resources. The river with its
extensive salt, brackish, and freshwater marshes and its adjacent uplands
compose a region which has played a significant role in the founding and
shaping of America. It is a place where fine historic structures have
survived in their original natural and uniquely beautiful environment. The
visitor to this area is able to sense what the first settlers found upon their
arrival as well as to see the dramatic evidence of more than 300 years of
extraordinary achievements.

The Ashley River is considered by some to be one of the three most
historically significant areas in the Southeast, along with the Potomac and
the James. Indeed, it is hard to imagine another river in America, within
close proximity to a city, with comparable resources of unblemished natural
beauty and of national historical significance. The river is not isolated,
however. It is a living part of a growing metropolitan center and contributes
substantially to its citizens' quality of life. But pressures of untrammeled
growth threaten its natural beauty and the very foundations of its historical
resources.

As the populations of Dorchester and Charleston Counties continue to
increase, both residential and commercial development will continue to
proliferate on both sides of the Ashley River. Because of land use regulation
adninistered by four separate government entities, the growth of this unique
area could result in negative impacts to historic sites, a loss of significant
archaeological sites (many as yet undiscovered), and severe negative impacts
to the natural environment and the special ambiance of this unique area.
Current problems which have been identified for the Ashley River area are:
bank and shoreline erosion, increased powerboat traffic, visual and noise
pollution, encroachment of development on scenic vistas, loss of natural
environment, degradation of water quality, flooding and the absence of a
unified approach to the management of development -- thus the need for this
Special Area Management Plan and the unique opportunity to save a very special
segnent of our state and our nation for future generations.

These questions come to mind when contemplating the development of a
special area management plan for the Ashley River.

How can we balance the rights of private property owners with those
of the general public?

How can we grow as a metropolitan community without damaging the
quality of life that makes the region distinctive and economically
attractive?



How can we accommodate in one comprehensive plan the interests and
rights of a diversity of citizens?

The Special Area Management Plan must strive to achieve the answers to
these questions. Public input into the process is mandatory. Thus, the
Ashley River Special Area Management Plan or SAMP was developed through the
combined efforts of the South Carolina Coastal Council and the South Carolina
Department of Archives and History with input from a broad spectrum of
government entities, special interest groups, landowners and other
individuals. The boundaries of the study area as shown on the location map
(Figure 1) are from the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad Trestle on the south to
the Ashley River Road (Highway 61)/Highway 17-A junction on the north, and on
either side of the Ashley River from the west side of Dorchester Road on the
east to the east side of Ashley River Road on the west. While recommendations
were received during public review to expand the Special Area Management Plan
boundaries to Church Creek on the south and to various distances west of
Ashley River Road on the west, it was decided to leave those boundaries as
originally set. The S. C. Department of Archives and History made the final
decision. The Department felt that to expand the boundary to the south would
not be appropriate due to the amount of development which has already occurred
in this area, The Department also made the determination that Ashley River
Road forms a logical and nmatural boundary for the area of land west of the
river which encompasses the majority of the historic and archaeological sites
needing special protection.

The goals of this plan are to develop public policy for conservation of
the natural and historic character of the Ashley River corridor, thus
increasing the predictability of governmental decisions and ensuring the
long-term protection of the unique character of the area while taking into
consideration the rights of individual citizens. The objectives of the plan
include the identification of historic and archaeological sites and buffer
areas, the development of policies and recommendations for public access and
recreational use of the Ashley River, and the development of policies and
recommendations for land use planning which will ensure the protection of
historic and archaeological sites.

Information and input were received from federal agencies (the Corps of
Engineers and the Soil Conservation Service), state agencies (the South
Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism, the South Carolina Water
Resources Commission, and the South Carolina Wildlife and Marine Resources
Department), and local governments which have influence or control in the area
of concern., These local govermments include the counties of Charleston and
Dorchester and the cities of Charleston, North Charleston, and Summerville.
Organizations and special interest groups concerned with development,
protection or recreation in the Ashley River area were also contacted and
asked to participate in the development of the SAMP as were all riverfront
property owners. See "Public Participation,™ page 6. A copy of the SAMP
mailing list can be found in Appendix B.
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