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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
176 Croghan Spur Road, Suite 200
Charleston, South Carolina 29407

November 29, 2007

Ms. Amy Bennett

Standards Coordinator

Bureau of Water

SC Dept. of Health and Environmental Control
2600 Bull Street

Columbia, SC 29201

Re: Proposed Amendment of Regulation 61-68, Water Classifications and Standards

Dear Ms. Bennett:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has reviewed the above-referenced proposed
amendment and offers the following comments and recommendations for your consideration.
This report is submitted in accordance with provisions of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1251,
et seq.), the Endangered Species Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531-1543), and the Fish and
Wildlife Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.).

The Service is the principal Federal agency responsible for conserving, protecting, and
enhancing fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American
people. The agency enforces federal wildlife laws, administers the Endangered Species Act,
manages migratory bird populations, restores nationally significant fisheries, conserves and
restores wildlife habitat such as wetlands, and helps foreign governments with their conservation
efforts. "Our mission is working with others to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, wildlife, and
plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people."

Protective water quality standards are important for the conservation and enhancement of fish,
wildlife, and their habitats and for the continuing benefit of the American people. The objective
of the Clean Water Act is to restore and maintain the chemical, physical, and biological integrity
of the Nation's waters, and the goal of this law is to establish national water quality that provides
for the protection of fish, shellfish, and wildlife as well as providing safe recreational use of the
Nation's waterbodies.

Current Service information shows that nearly 50 percent of the species at risk are water
dependent. This means that nearly half of the species listed as endangered or threatened live in
water throughout their life cycles, do so in one or more of the life stages, or depend heavily upon
aquatic plants and animals as a food base. Of this 50 percent, about 20 percent are listed as
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