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Columbia, S.C. 292120934
Power For LIVING (803)217-8103

February 26, 2007

Ms. Amy M. Bennett

Standards Coordinator

SCDHEC — Bureau of Water
2600 Bull Street

Columbia, South Carolina 29201

Subject: SC Water Classifications and Standards (R.61-68)
Comments to Notice of Drafting

Dear Ms. Bennett:

SCANA, and its subsidiaries, is hereby submitting comments in response to the January
26, 2007, notice of drafting for South Carolina’s Water Classifications and Standards
(R.61-68) regulation. SCANA appreciates the opportunity to participate in the triennial
review process and hopes that the following information will assist the Department in
developing a regulation that protects the environment yet is not economically detrimental
to the people of South Carolina. In that regard, SCANA believes that certain existing
standards are more stringent than necessary to adequately protect human health and the
indigenous biological community of the state’s surface waters. It is only since the
Department’s policies regarding implementation of the regulations have developed that
their true cost has been realized. Our comments are as follows:

ARSENIC STANDARD

While the following information has been delivered to the Department several times, in
several different formats, and by several different stakeholders, SCANA believes the
importance of this issue and its impact to the state’s economy demands restating it here.

The assumptions that EPA used to derive its recommended arsenic water quality
standards for organism only, and water and organism consumption, are technically
flawed. The rationale and technical justification supporting a change to the South
Carolina surface water arsenic standard is addressed below. Therefore, South Carolina’s
surface water quality arsenic standard as established in Regulation 61-68 should be
revised to align with both the South Carolina drinking water and groundwater arsenic
standard (10 ppb). Revising the surface water arsenic standard will not diminish the
protection to human health and the environment because the 10 ppb standard was
established by a panel of technical experts, using a peer reviewed process, with the
objective to establish a drinking water standard protective of human health. EPA re-
evaluated and confirmed the 10 ppb standard as recently as 2003.






