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Swine Influenza A (H1N1) Update:  
New Interim Recommendations and Guidance for Health 
Directors about Strategic National Stockpile Materiel 
 
Situation Update: 
As part of an ongoing investigation into an outbreak of swine influenza A (H1N1) in the United 
States and Mexico, CDC today announced confirmation of an additional 13 human cases of 
infection with swine flu in the U.S, bringing the total number of cases to 21 so far. At this time, 
cases of swine influenza have been confirmed in California, Kansas, New York City, Ohio and 
Texas. Based on the rapid spread of the virus thus far, public health officials believe that more 
cases will be identified over the next several weeks. Case counts are updated daily and available 
at http://www.cdc.gov/swineflu/investigation.htm. 
 
CDC has activated its Emergency Operations Center to coordinate the agency’s response to this 
emerging health threat and today the Acting Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services declared a public health emergency in the United States. CDC’s goals during 
this public health emergency are to reduce transmission and illness severity, and provide 
information to assist health care providers, public health officials and the public in addressing the 
challenges posed by this newly identified influenza virus. To this end, CDC has issued a number 
of guidance documents in the past 24 hours. In addition, CDC’s Division of the Strategic National 
Stockpile (SNS)  is releasing one-quarter of its antiviral drugs, personal protective equipment, and 
respiratory protection devices to help states respond to the outbreak. This Health Alert Network 
update is intended to alert recipients to newly available guidance and provide information 
regarding the deployment of the SNS. 
 
In addition, clinicians should consider swine influenza infection in the differential diagnosis of 
patients with acute febrile respiratory illness who have either been in contact with persons with 
confirmed swine flu, or who were in one of the five U.S. states that have reported swine flu cases 
or in Mexico during the 7 days preceding their illness onset.  
 
Patients who meet these criteria should be tested for influenza A, and specimens positive for 
influenza A should be sent to public health laboratories for further characterization. Clinicians who 
suspect that a patient has a swine influenza virus infection should obtain a nasopharyngeal swab 
from the patient, place the swab in a viral transport medium, refrigerate the specimen, and then 
contact their state or local health department to facilitate transport and timely diagnosis at a state 
public health laboratory. CDC requests that state public health laboratories promptly send all 
influenza A specimens that cannot be subtyped to the CDC, Influenza Division, Virus Surveillance 
and Diagnostics Branch Laboratory.  
 
This is a rapidly evolving situation and guidance should be considered interim and will be updated 
frequently.   
 
Newly Available Guidance: 
New guidance is available at http://www.cdc.gov/swineflu/recommendations, including: 
 

•         Interim Guidance on Antiviral Recommendations for Patients with Confirmed or 
Suspected Swine Influenza A (H1N1) Virus Infection and Close Contacts 
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•         Interim Guidance for Swine influenza A (H1N1): Taking Care of a Sick Person in Your 
Home 

•         Interim Recommendations for Facemask and Respirator Use in Certain Community 
Settings Where Swine Influenza A (H1N1) Virus Transmission Has Been Detected 

•         Swine Influenza A (H1N1) Virus Biosafety Guidelines for Laboratory Workers  
•         Interim Guidance for Infection Control for Care of Patients with Confirmed or Suspected 

Swine Influenza A (H1N1) Virus Infection in a Healthcare Setting  
•         Interim Guidance on Case Definitions to be Used For Investigations of Swine Influenza A 

(H1N1) Cases 
 
Strategic National Stockpile Guidance: 
Health directors should be aware that the CDC Division of Strategic National Stockpile (DSNS) 
has been given the authority from HHS and CDC leadership to initiate shipment of materiel for the 
swine flu influenza outbreak. At this point, DSNS has been given permission to release 25 
percent of states and localities allocation of SNS held antiviral drugs, personal protective 
equipment, and respiratory protection devices. 
Realizing the significant quantity of materiel, CDC Strategic National Stockpile personnel will be 
working with state and local health department staff to ensure that CDC provides you with as 
much flexibility as possible as we prepare to ship the first 25 percent of your allocated materiel. 
SNS staff are currently in the process of contacting state and local Preparedness Directors and 
SNS Coordinators to facilitate the receipt of SNS allocated materiel.  
Please be advised that once this materiel leaves federal control, it becomes a state responsibility 
to maintain, store, secure, and deploy. If the materiel should go unused, states should be 
prepared for long term storage. 
 
For more information about swine flu: http://www.cdc.gov/swineflu 
 
Additional information is also available by calling 1-800-CDC-INFO (1-800-232-4636) 
 
 
 
DHEC Contact Information for Reportable Diseases and Reporting Requirements  
Reporting of outbreaks/clusters of cases is consistent with South Carolina Law requiring the 
reporting of diseases and conditions to your state or local public health department. (State Law # 
44-29-10 and Regulation # 61-20) as per the DHEC 2009 List of Reportable Conditions available 
at: http://www.scdhec.gov/health/disease/docs/reportable_conditions.pdf  
 
Federal HIPAA legislation allows disclosure of protected health information, without consent of 
the individual, to public health authorities to collect and receive such information for the purpose 
of preventing or controlling disease. (HIPAA 45 CFR §164.512).  
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Regional Public Health Offices – 2009 
Mail or call reports to the Epidemiology Office in each Public Health Region. 

Region I 
Anderson, Oconee 
220 McGee Road 
Anderson, SC 29625 
Phone: (864) 260-4358 
Fax: (864) 260-5623 
Nights / Weekends: 1-866-298-4442 
 
Abbeville, Edgefield, Greenwood, 
Laurens, McCormick, Saluda 
1736 S. Main Street 
Greenwood, SC 29646 
Phone: 1-888-218-5475 
Fax: (864) 942-3690 
Nights / Weekends: 1-800-420-1915 
 
Region 2 
Greenville, Pickens 
PO Box 2507  
200 University Ridge 
Greenville, SC 29602-2507 
Phone: (864) 282-4139 
Fax: (864) 282-4373 
Nights / Weekends: 1-800-993-1186 
 
Cherokee, Spartanburg, Union 
PO Box 4217 
151 E. Wood Street 
Spartanburg, SC 29305-4217 
Phone: (864) 596-2227, x- 210 
Fax: (864) 596-3443 
Nights / Weekends: 1-800-993-1186 
 
Region 3 
Chester, Lancaster, York 
PO Box 817 
1833 Pageland Highway 
Lancaster, SC 29720 
Phone: (803) 286-9948 
Fax: (803) 286-5418 
Nights / Weekends: 1-866-867-3886 

Region 3 (continued)
Fairfield, Lexington, Newberry, Richland 
2000 Hampton Street 
Columbia, SC 29204 
Phone: (803) 576-2749 
Fax: (803) 576-2993 
Nights / Weekends:  1-888-554-9915 
 
Region 4 
Clarendon, Kershaw, Lee, Sumter 
PO Box 1628 
105 North Magnolia Street 
Sumter, SC 29150 
Phone: (803) 773-5511 
Fax: (803) 775-9941 
Nights/Weekends: 1-877-831-4647 
 
Chesterfield, Darlington, Dillon, Florence, 
Marlboro, Marion 
145 E. Cheves Street 
Florence, SC 29506 
Phone: (843) 661-4830 
Fax: (843) 661-4859 
Nights / Weekends: (843) 660-8145 
 
Region 5 
Bamberg, Calhoun, Orangeburg 
PO Box 1126 
1550 Carolina Avenue 
Orangeburg, SC 29116 
Phone: (803) 533-7199 
Fax: (803) 533-7134 
Nights / Weekends: (803) 954-8513 
 
Aiken, Allendale, Barnwell 
1680 Richland Avenue, W. Suite 40 
Aiken, SC 29801 
Phone: (803) 642-1618 
Fax: (803) 643-8386 
Nights / Weekends: (803) 827-8668 or  
 1-800-614-1519 

 

Region 6 
Georgetown, Horry, Williamsburg 
1931 Industrial Park Road 
Conway, SC 29526-5482 
Phone: (843) 915-8804 
Fax: (843) 365-0085 
Nights / Weekends: (843) 381-6710 
 
Region 7 
Berkeley, Charleston, Dorchester 
4050 Bridge View Drive, Suite 600 
N. Charleston, SC 29405 
Phone: (843) 953-0060 
Fax: (843) 953-0051 
Nights / Weekends: (843) 219-8470 
 
Region 8 
Beaufort, Colleton, Hampton, Jasper 
219 S. Lemacks Street 
Walterboro, SC 29488 
Phone: (843) 525-7603 , x-108 
Fax: (843) 549-6845 
Nights / Weekends:  1-800-614-4698 

 
DHEC Bureau of Disease Control 
Division of Acute Disease Epidemiology  
1751 Calhoun Street 
Box 101106 
Columbia, SC  29211 
Phone: (803) 898-0861 
Fax: (803) 898-0897 
Nights / Weekends: 1-888-847-0902 
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Categories of Health Alert messages:  
Health Alert:  conveys the highest level of importance; warrants immediate action or attention.  
Health Advisory:  provides important information for a specific incident or situation; may not require immediate action. 
Health Update:  provides updated information regarding an incident or situation; unlikely to require immediate action. 
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