
SC Transportation Conformity

A requirement of the Clean Air Act (CAA), transportation conformity helps communities ensure that federal funds go 
to transportation activities that are consistent with air quality goals outlined in the State Implementation Plan (SIP). 
Transportation conformity applies to transportation plans, transportation improvement programs, and highway and transit 
projects funded or approved by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA). 
Transportation Conformity is required in areas that do not meet, or previously have not met, the National Ambient Air 
Quality Standard (NAAQS) for ozone, carbon monoxide, particulate matter, or nitrogen dioxide.

A conformity determination estimates emissions that will result from an area’s transportation system, and demonstrates 
that those emissions are within the limits established by the SIP.  Conformity determinations ensure that transportation 
and air quality agencies are consulting with one another. To ensure the interagency consultation among the partners, 
South Carolina developed a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between the Environmental Protection Agency, FHWA 
and FTA regional offices along with South Carolina’s Department of Transportation (SC DOT) and Department of Health 
and Environmental Control (DHEC). Each of the Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) in South Carolina are also 
signatories to South Carolina’s Transportation Conformity MOA.

A benefit of transportation conformity is the cooperation among various governmental entities that can lead to 
implementation of new and innovative transportation projects and air pollution control measures. South Carolina was 
the first state to amend its SIP to incorporate interagency consultation procedures statewide, regardless of an areas’ 
attainment status. As a result, if at any time an area is designated nonattainment, the area may immediately begin the 
transportation conformity process without having to first develop regulations or an MOA.

For additional information, please contact Maeve Mason via telephone at (803) 898-2230 or via e-mail at  
masonmr@dhec.sc.gov.

 
For more information, please visit: http://www.scdhec.gov/environment/baq/TransportationConformity/ 

DHEC’s Bureau of Air Quality, Innovations Section provides information on environmental topics.  
Readers are encouraged to reproduce this material. For more information about air quality issues, please 
call (803) 898-4123 or visit our website at www.scdhec.gov/baq. Please send written correspondence to: 
DHEC’s Bureau of Air Quality, Innovations Section, 2600 Bull Street, Columbia, SC 29201.

CR-010090  4/11

http://www.scdhec.gov/

