August 1, 2009

Re:  Operator Training Plan

Dear Tank Owner,

Enclosed please find the Operator Training Plan that satisfies the requirement for Section 280.35 of the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control (Department) Underground Storage Tank Control Regulations and the Energy Policy Act of 2005.  The Department’s goal is to begin on-line training for Class A and B operators after August 8, 2009 with completion by August 8, 2011. As the need dictates, the Department may conduct classes.  It is the responsibility of the tank owner, under the direction of a trained Class A or Class B operator, to provide training for Class C operators.  All information will be available on the UST website at: www.scdhec.gov/ust.

The Department will accept Class A and B UST operator credentials from individuals who successfully complete one of the following:

· The Department’s Operator Training course; or

· Operator training courses conducted by other states that have been determined by the Department to meet the curriculum objectives and evaluation requirements of this plan prior to implementation; or

· Operator training courses conducted by UST owners and operators that have been determined by the Department to meet the curriculum objectives and evaluation requirements of this plan prior to implementation; or

· Operator training programs conducted by third-party providers that have been determined by the Department to meet the curriculum objectives and evaluation requirements of this plan prior to implementation; or

· A national testing or accreditation agency that certifies that an operator successfully completed a state or national UST operator exam.  Such accreditation must be maintained in accordance with the requirements of the testing or accreditation agency.

If you have any questions, please contact Jessica Price at (803) 896-6650, priceje@dhec.sc.gov or fax (803) 896-6245.

Sincerely,

Donald L. Siron, P.G., Director

Division of UST Management

Bureau of Land and Waste Management

Department of Health and Environmental Control

Enclosures

