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Summary

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is issuing this Health Alert Network (HAN) Health
Update to supplement the CDC HAN Health Advisories issued on April 25, 2022 and May 24, 2022 to
emphasize to healthcare providers, public health departments, and the public that the majority of Omicron
sublineages circulating in the United States have reduced susceptibility to the monoclonal antibody,
bebtelovimab and the monoclonal antibody combination, cilgavimab and tixagevimab (Evusheld™).

Because of this reduced susceptibility, on November 30, 2022, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
announced that the use of bebtelovimab is not currently authorized for use for patients with COVID-19. The
monoclonal antibody combination, cilgavimab and tixagevimab (Evusheld™), currently recommended for pre-
exposure prophylaxis, remains authorized for persons with moderate to severe immunosuppression and for
those whom vaccination with any available COVID-19 vaccine, according to the approved or authorized
schedule, is not recommended due to a history of severe adverse reaction to a COVID-19 vaccine(s) and/or
COVID-19 vaccine component(s). However, providers should be aware and communicate to patients that its
effectiveness may be increasingly limited against circulating Omicron sublineages.

Antiviral therapeutics for the treatment of COVID-19, ritonavir-boosted nirmatrelvir (Paxlovid™), remdesivir
(Veklury®), and molnupiravir (Lagevrio™), retain activity against currently circulating Omicron sublineages.
These medications can prevent severe disease, hospitalization, and death and are widely available but have
been underused.

This HAN Health Update provides health care professionals, public health officials, and the public with
guidance on improving use of therapeutics for treatment of COVID-19 and strategies to prevent serious

outcomes of COVID-19.

Background

CDC genomic surveillance estimates that the combined proportion of COVID-19 cases caused by the Omicron
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BQ.1 and BQ.1.1 lineages has reached 76% nationally and is above 50% in each HHS region[1]. Both of
these sublineages contain a mutation (K444T) in the spike protein that confers resistance to the monoclonal
antibody bebtelovimab [2], which was previously authorized as one of the second-line therapies to treat
COVID-19. Given the current high prevalence of variants resistant to bebtelovimab, FDA announced on
November 30, 2022, that the use of bebtelovimab is not currently authorized for patients with COVID-19 in
the United States [3]. FDA will continue to monitor the frequency of circulating variants and may provide
future updates as appropriate.

Early outpatient treatment of mild-to-moderate COVID-19 with a recommended first-line therapy, ritonavir-
boosted nirmatrelvir (Paxlovid™) or remdesivir (Veklury®), or the second-line therapy, molnupiravir
(Lagevrio™) have been shown to prevent hospitalizations and deaths [4-6]. Ritonavir-boosted nirmatrelvir
(Paxlovid™) may also reduce the risk for post-COVID-19 conditions [7]. Fortunately, all three of these
antiviral medications are expected to retain activity against the currently circulating variants
and are currently widely available for all eligible persons. However, only a minority of eligible patients
and fewer patients from populations disproportionately affected by COVID-19 have received them [8,9]. Oral
antivirals can be accessed with a provider prescription at pharmacies nationwide and at Test to

Treat locations.

People with mild to moderate symptoms of COVID-19 who (1) are aged 50 years and older, or (2) have an
underlying condition, or (3) have moderate to severe immunosuppression, are at risk for severe COVID-19
outcomes and are eligible for treatment. Regardless of their vaccination status, all of these groups of people
should be tested for SARS-CoV-2 as soon as possible after symptom onset and receive treatment within 5 to 7
days of symptom onset with one of several treatment options.

In a recent CDC study, most people eligible for ritonavir-boosted nirmatrelvir for treatment of COVID-19 in
every age group, including those aged older than 65 years, did not receive a prescription for this medication
[8]. Racial and ethnic disparities in outpatient treatment with all treatment options have been identified [9].
The recent CDC study examined hospitalization rates among U.S. adults eligible for COVID-19 treatment with
ritonavir-boosted nirmatrelvir who were diagnosed with COVID-19 during April through August 2022 [8].
People who were prescribed ritonavir-boosted nirmatrelvir within 5 days of diagnosis had a 51% lower
hospitalization rate within the 30 days following diagnosis than those who were not prescribed this
medication. People who were previously infected with SARS-CoV-2 and those who had received 3 or more
COVID-19 vaccinations also benefited from ritonavir-boosted nirmatrelvir [8]. Other studies have also
reported a 45%-89% reduction in emergency department visits, hospitalizations, and deaths due to COVID-19
among patients prescribed ritonavir-boosted nirmatrelvir [10-15]. The recent increases in the case and
hospitalization rates highlight the importance of preventing severe iliness through the use of prevention
measures and therapeutics.

Considerations in the management of concomitant medications with ritonavir-boosted nirmatrelvir, such that a
temporary pause or reduction in dose is necessary, can be found in the NIH COVID-19 treatment guidelines;
additional resources include the Liverpool COVID-19 Drug Interactions website, the Ontario COVID-19 Science
Advisory Table, the ritonavir-boosted nirmatrelvir FDA EUA fact sheet and checklist. For patients with
contraindications to ritonavir-boosted nirmatrelvir, and for whom remdesivir is not feasible, clinicians should
consider treatment with molnupiravir. No drug-drug interactions have been identified for molnupiravir.
Antibacterial therapy and corticosteroids are not recommended for the primary treatment of COVID-19 in the
absence of another indication.

Additional data show that the prevalence of Omicron sublineages that are resistant to cilgavimab plus
tixagevimab (Evusheld™) in laboratory assays [16] is rapidly increasing and has reached 82% nationally.
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Currently, this combination is the only agent FDA currently authorized for SARS-CoV-2 pre-exposure
prophylaxis (PrEP) in people who are not expected to mount an adequate immune response to COVID-19
vaccination or those with contraindications for COVID-19 vaccines. Therefore, the NIH COVID-19 Guidelines
Panel continues to recommend the use of cilgavimab plus tixagevimab as PrEP for eligible individuals. This
recommendation may change if the prevalence of resistant sublineages increases. This
combination may be offered to these patients (adults and adolescents [aged =12 years and weighing >40
kg]) who do not have SARS-CoV-2 infection. Providers and patients should be aware of the potential for
reduced effectiveness and emphasize the need for additional prevention measures. CDC recommends that
these groups, their household members, and close contacts stay up to date with vaccinations, including
getting the bivalent booster when eligible.

Prevention measures for all people at risk for severe illness, particularly people with moderate to severe
immunosuppression, should be encouraged to protect people from infections. Prevention measures include
wearing high quality and well-fitting masks, keeping distance between themselves and others, improving
ventilation, and developing a care plan, in consultation with their physician. The care plan should include
prompt testing at onset of COVID-19 symptoms and rapid access to antivirals if SARS-CoV-2 infection is
detected. CDC recommends people aged 6 months and older who are eligible receive one updated (bivalent)
vaccine if it has been at least two months since they received their most recent COVID-19 dose (either
primary series or original monovalent booster).

Recommendations for Healthcare Providers

e Stay up-to-date on the appropriate use and authorization of clinically-indicated therapeutics, drug
interactions, and the circulating SARS-CoV-2 variants through:
o0 National Institutes of Health COVID-19 Treatment Guidelines
o Treatment and prevention options through FDA Emergency Use Authorization
0 Currently circulating variants at CDC Data Tracker

e As healthcare providers consider a treatment plan for each of their eligible patients, they should
review the patient’s renal and hepatic function and all the patient’s other medications.

0 There are considerable differences in characteristics, eligibility criteria, preferred therapy,
administration, risk profiles, and use restrictions between the three antivirals, ritonavir-
boosted nirmatrelvir (Paxlovid™, multiple drug-drug interactions), remdesivir (Veklury®
possible drug-drug interactions), and molnupiravir (Lagevrio™, no known drug-drug
interactions).

0 Healthcare providers need to be familiar with these distinctions to make clinical decisions and
inform patients.

e Educate patients about the importance of early testing if COVID-19 symptoms develop, particularly if
they have moderate or severe immunosuppression.

e Because symptoms are similar, consider influenza testing for patients at high risk for severe influenza.
0 CDC has testing guidance for clinicians when SARS-CoV-2 and influenza viruses are co-
circulating. Because SARS-CoV-2 and influenza virus co-infection can occur, a positive influenza
test result without SARS-CoV-2 testing does not exclude COVID-19, and a positive SARS-CoV-
2 test result without influenza testing does not exclude influenza.
o0 Guidance for antiviral treatment for influenza does not vary with SARS-CoV-2 coinfection.



https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806dfe7&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=8JPzjN2V4ReVqPYudg55pcVDTt_yccl93vrnFCc1J_U
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806dfe7&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=8JPzjN2V4ReVqPYudg55pcVDTt_yccl93vrnFCc1J_U
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806dfe8&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=mlX8OYLHuCbfpUnb6trLFsYzagaI1URmJR0DgnPWNLE
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806dfe9&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=CR6aF1eP9eRS0asjKdTcLgxvsPhBxHxNJdUCS6WFdbk
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806dfea&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=vgxP93XVJ8VchydiH-8jp1jerS3S_bTxMdgyQkGUcsg
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806dfeb&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=atEsTXAUVKgmA1LFFgth844K8xX7KQHgrtr5VMz0IKs
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806dfeb&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=atEsTXAUVKgmA1LFFgth844K8xX7KQHgrtr5VMz0IKs
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806dfec&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=aLDi8yNvWBxHDoMJ-JDUDt2NJ2vXRAVp4PkrYozg-QQ
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806dfed&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=y34GvMdE1RprTE6cpfED79fICLTno7DsE0NETd7bF8U
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806dfee&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=NunxUgCQ5FvFI27-ECfFPPX2eUfLXP2ZFi0PXW6XCk8
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806dfee&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=NunxUgCQ5FvFI27-ECfFPPX2eUfLXP2ZFi0PXW6XCk8
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806dfef&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=z7_9fBkmymPxm7u0ypQ7r9_TPQXmK_CxvX49SaaJs0U
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806dff0&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=NLvUTIIlBFkGGKcGCTfB_KVcqnAmRDEwJF1qPHjAORI
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806dff0&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=NLvUTIIlBFkGGKcGCTfB_KVcqnAmRDEwJF1qPHjAORI
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806dff1&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=jELDw3z2wY-7duKoM-oGunZlBAKByHVC8n72Sxs-rII
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806dff2&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=PxQ3RyQw8tr6QuVUrZmLCH9tBJH_j-C1PXWNXctwgf8
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806dff3&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=U4tAg2td78Mp8iFgl08gnWStIsqS7WG-5NA_ERK4dE4
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806dff4&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=wdx-Jds5idM3C-exvX6VvFUfqPiKjqwJv1KzeZ338DY
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806dff5&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=1a839Jr86cfX5GRBZ7JWalW1jdoZ3eJLb9bii1-JZfA
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806dff6&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=wdp8aKa6iosXYbhjCK89tf21lX25pmoZ0mNs_AaVtBs
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806dff6&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=wdp8aKa6iosXYbhjCK89tf21lX25pmoZ0mNs_AaVtBs
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806dff7&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=TJ8yXHlc-vZB94Pm463qrq2xzCTRKm7q5OVGhLmBZkI
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806dff8&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=dx5DWN3JcVaFbQ0d95-aVkGxKhi7IsbNmM6sgOPmhTQ
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806dff9&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=zydfJMDbBkk2-hsTsh9z5Kif_DWx9NUPUVkn6Epv4hY
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806dffa&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=YUp8FkIIrSWK13VR4rYcuXBYnZq4PKwJBu2aJxykof8
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806dffb&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=HSsVS-l1TpEECnshCtB2MNwArrV3IZamAUthE64CsiY
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806dffc&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=NtwMzt9QToz_0otjM_E19mDKKwVgflCEdGVxKuvBEYc
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/highrisk/index.htm
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806dffe&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=CLaiHS9GtYO1Wc7fjKi9fTT20CTLnCo7R7isF5FSo-0
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806dfff&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=inCWYK41qVMIrLHsrGuQ2XGv-EFML-LxbYL7ho9TN4k

e Educate_patients at higher risk for severe COVID-19 that they are eligible for COVID-19 treatment if
they develop mild or moderate COVID-19.

e Consider and prescribe COVID-19 treatment for patients at higher risk for severe COVID-19.
o Treatment initiation with these antivirals must begin within 5 to 7 days of symptom onset,
depending on the therapy.
o0 Consider the use of convalescent plasma for in- or outpatient treatment for
immunocompromised persons when other options are not possible.

e Obtain information on availability and access to outpatient COVID-19 treatments, including
pharmacies where antivirals for COVID-19 are distributed and Test to Treat locations; call the support
line at 1-800-232-0233 (TTY 888-720-7489), or contact the health department in your jurisdiction.

e To prevent serious outcomes of COVID-19, including severe disease, hospitalization, and death

o Educate patients about prevention measures (including masks, ventilation) and the benefits
of treatments.

o0 Concern about recurrence of symptoms after treatment should not prevent treatment for
those at risk for severe disease, hospitalization, and death.

o0 Recommend that people aged 6 months and older who are eligible receive one updated
(bivalent) vaccine if it has been at least two months since they received their most recent
COVID-19 dose (either primary series or original monovalent booster).

Recommendations for Public Health Departments and Public Health Jurisdictions

e Monitor Omicron variants and sublineages in your jurisdictions using the best available data to
communicate with local partners and providers.

e Disseminate information on the:

o0 Need for preventive measures, such as masking in indoor public places, particularly for those
at risk for severe disease, hospitalization, and death

0 Benefits of antiviral treatment and who is recommended to receive it,

o0 Need for early testing,

0 Test to Treat call center at 1-800-232-0233 (TTY 1-888-720-7489) which provides
information in more than 150 languages, and for the Disability Information and Access Line at
1-888-677-1199.

Recommendations for the Public

e If you have mild or moderate symptoms of COVID-19 AND you are aged 50 years or older, OR have a
condition placing you at increased risk of getting very sick from COVID-19, get tested as soon as
possible, following CDC guidance on testing for COVID-19.

e If you are 65 years old or older or have a condition placing you at risk for severe influenza, also
consider getting an influenza test.

e Find out how to get treatment. One of the preferred COVID-19 treatments involves just 5 days of a
prescribed oral medication.


https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806e000&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=1FRhcDorBuL2G9mQukkAxUt7pIY8NmnYO3v8cBWkGLo
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806e001&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=bEVcdoske-MuC9urV1O3ZFnHhk3esNBtsTT1aAGbUmw
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806e002&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=DilvLdobkStT4kT-sOZu0t5bbTYOSmjL3yk0F6YWAdI
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806e003&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=w2a4uUYa8ow_gdABiogL99tLewL_e7N1BaWh3fMG38Y
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806e004&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=zioV-nB3fcHSLWj_wBnz8cJDf-LNX3jzfjqmnXQr-cw
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806e005&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=xpQDcVn_DY_7QrGQvxkKli6XQtOI00Zjj3jA5brxQPo
tel:18002320233
tel:8887207489
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806e006&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=rDhI8rGxzYu7elqj4RA3hfkCJs-uMDj6Hecn_UfzRjE
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806e007&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=Lz7N4LGeEcLPYAm4k4SrCjwOL9fYuE2VHDrqvXXZ32M
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806e007&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=Lz7N4LGeEcLPYAm4k4SrCjwOL9fYuE2VHDrqvXXZ32M
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806e008&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=KSStGMa930DRuPgRgK1clmaQ1F0mUa_PFAz-Qk3QAUQ
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806e009&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=IvS8wOyNwPc0Dso-xdiG7_NisQp_hFTO1-WwaaTusJs
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806e00a&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=c-HhuCqXP6c0-E4A0fiUHFiOePv0Wsw5h1hYPTux8cI
tel:1-800-232-0233
tel:1-888-720-7489
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806e00b&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=G7QMyQHDYuYI_Kcrmt0Glvx6E479n-mp-TznS5xUn6c
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806e00c&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=7gcX-eJX5VMsxr9HWC-SQJGv7RgnExdi5myihMshdAg
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806e00d&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=P3b48CoqZNmKD7sBxdYR5k1iUOFvEDr4Z9_PQzvB0cc
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806e00e&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=dP-PpxRLADbwzXicxgql0OBsT0gqnueVjAIz8sTMWb8
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806e00f&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=KU_u0dCO4mSIXBCdOitf_1W1YHr5l8-X3jQe2aF4zfg

Because antivirals work best early in the course of illness, start treatment within 5 to 7 days of
symptom onset.

Contact a healthcare provider right away after a positive home COVID-19 test to discuss
treatment options, even if your symptoms are mild, and especially if you are
immunocompromised.

Take your prescription to one of 40,000 locations, or visit a Test to Treat location, and, if eligible,
receive a prescription from a provider at that location or call 1-800-232-0233 (TTY 1-888-720-7489)
to find a testing location that can provide treatment if you test positive.

Stay up to date with COVID-19 vaccination and getting an influenza vaccination; they are still the best
ways to prevent severe outcomes of COVID-19 and influenza, including severe disease,
hospitalization, and death. CDC recommends that people aged 6 months and older who are eligible
receive one updated (bivalent) SARS-CoV-2 booster if it has been at least 2 months since they
received their most recent dose (either primary series or original monovalent booster).

Protect yourself, family, and friends, particularly if you have moderate to severe immunosuppression,
with prevention measures against infection. These include wearing high quality and well-fitting

masks, keeping distance between themselves and others, improving ventilation, staying home when

sick, and developing a care plan.

For More Information

CDC COVID-19 Treatments and Medications

NIH COVID-19 Treatment Guidelines

NIH COVID-19 Treatment Guidelines: Therapeutic Management of Nonhospitalized Adults with

COVID-19

For ritonavir-boosted nirmatrelvir drug-drug interactions:_Liverpool COVID-19 Drug Interactions and
Ontario COVID-19 Science Advisory Table

e NIH COVID-19 Treatment Guidelines: Influenza and COVID-19

e CDC Interim Clinical Considerations for Use of COVID-19 Vaccines in the United States

e NIH COVID-19 Treatment Guidelines: Prevention of SARS-CoV-2 Infection

e Administration for Strategic Preparedness and Response COVID-19 Test to Treat Locator

e FDA COVID-19 Therapeutic Product Emergency Use Authorizations

e CDC COVID Data Tracker
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https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806e035&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=XNnQhi12p2xJRqulyESruh8K2vMGIWFOS-x0glSC7wA
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h73c155e7,1806d42f,1806e036&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQy1ETTk2MTQyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9SEFOJTIwNDgzJTIwLSUyMENPQ0ElMjBTdWJzY3JpYmVycw&s=h12p3rgCOdXLRrcLP157XSTIAGoqzPQgJ4EiA2o0bT0

DHEC contact information for reportable diseases and reporting
requirements

Reporting of COVID-19 is consistent with South Carolina Law requiring the reporting of diseases and
conditions to your state or local public health department. (State Law # 44-29-10 and Regulation # 61-
20) as per the DHEC 2022 List of Reportable Conditions available at:
https://www.scdhec.gov/sites/default/files/Library/CR-009025.pdf

Federal HIPAA legislation allows disclosure of protected health information, without consent of the
individual, to public health authorities to collect and receive such information for the purpose of
preventing or controlling disease. (HIPAA 45 CFR §164.512).

Regional Public Health Offices — 2022

Mail or call reports to the Epidemiology Office in each Public Health Region
MAIL TO:

Lowcountry

4050 Bridge View Drive, Suite 600

N. Charleston, SC 29405
Fax: (843) 953-0051

Midlands
2000 Hampton Street
Columbia, SC 29204
Fax: (803) 576-2993

Pee Dee
1931 Industrial Park Road
Conway, SC 29526
Fax: (843) 915-6506

Upstate
352 Halton Road
Greenville, SC 29607
Fax: (864) 282-4373

CALLTO:

Lowcountry
Allendale, Bamberg, Beaufort,
Berkeley, Calhoun, Charleston,
Colleton, Dorchester, Hampton,
Jasper, Orangeburg

Office: (843) 441-1091
Nights/Weekends: (843) 441-1091

Midlands

Aiken, Barnwell, Chester,
Edgefield, Fairfield, Kershaw,

Lancaster, Lexington, Newberry,

Richland, Saluda, York

Office: (888) 801-1046
Nights/Weekends: (888) 801-1046

Pee Dee
Clarendon, Chesterfield,
Darlington, Dillon, Florence,

Georgetown, Horry, Lee, Marion,

Marlboro, Sumter, Williamsburg

Office: (843) 915-8886
Nights/Weekends: (843) 409-0695

Upstate
Abbeville, Anderson, Cherokee,
Greenville, Greenwood,
Laurens, McCormick, Oconee,
Pickens, Spartanburg, Union

Office: (864) 372-3133
Nights/Weekends: (864) 423-6648

DHEC Bureau of Communicable
Disease Prevention & Control
Division of Acute Disease Epidemiology
2100 Bull St - Columbia, SC 29201
Phone: (803) 898-0861- Fax: (803) 898-0897
Nights / Weekends: 1-888-847-0902

For information on reportable conditions, see
https://www.scdhec.gov/ReportableConditions

Categories of Health Alert messages:

Health Alert Conveys the highest level of importance; warrants immediate action or attention.

Health Advisory Provides important information for a specific incident or situation; may not require immediate action.
Health Update Provides updated information regarding an incident or situation; unlikely to require immediate action.
Info Service Provides general information that is not necessarily considered to be of an emergent nature.
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