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PROCEEDI NGS

TECHNOLOGY HOST BOYCE: | want to
wel cone you all here. Thank you for joining us
for DHEC s virtual public hearing for the draft
air construction permt for Enviva Pellets
G eenwood, LLC. | am Lawa Boyce. | amthe
communi ty engagenent coordi nator for DHEC s office
of environnmental affairs. | wll serve as the
technol ogy host tonight, and there are al so
several other people on our tech team assisting
me. | will ask themto introduce thensel ves.

MR BRIGGS: Hello, everyone. This is
Sean Briggs.

M5. ELLENBERG  Hell o, everybody. This
Is Kristy Ellenberg.

M5. YON. Good evening. This is
Kat herine Yon.

TECHNOLOGY HOST BOYCE: Great. Thanks,
guys.

W are using this technol ogy to provide
opportunities for continued participation in al
of our deci sion-naki ng processes while we do our
part to reduce the spread of Coronavirus by
followi ng current federal and state guidelines

that pronote social distancing. W want to hear
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fromall of you, especially those who are
Interested. But as the state's public health
agency, we nust nake public health and safety a
priority. W do encourage you to help stop the
spread of COVID by washi ng your hands, staying at
home when you're sick, covering any coughs and
keepi ng surfaces clean. And, nost inportantly, we
encourage you to stay up to date and stay i nforned
of COVID-19 by visiting our web page,
scdhec. gov/ covi d19.

Your participation is very inportant to
us tonight so we have gone to extensive efforts to
ensure that anyone who's interested in engaging
with us has the ability to do so. W are
continuing to evaluate these tools and
accommodati ons, and we wel come your input on how
we may be able to inprove your experience with
virtual participation. So please give us your
t houghts in a feedback survey that will be posted
on our web page after tonight's hearing.

In order to nmaxim ze your experience
toni ght, we do encourage you to cl ose ot her
applications that nmay be running on your conputer
and turn off any other stream ng services or

devices at your |ocation for the duration of the

803.749.8100 Southern Reporting, Inc. www.souther nrepor ting.net
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virtual hearing. As |'ve nentioned before, all of
your lines have been nuted in order to mnimze
background noi se and echoing so that everyone can
hear the presenters. W ask that you pl ease keep
your lines nuted until after the presentation,
when we will provide instructions on how to unnmute
If you' d like to make a comment.

The virtual hearing will be recorded,
and the recording will be placed on our web page
in the next few days. W have started the
recordi ng.

Moni ca Taylor will be serving as your
hearing officer tonight, and I will assist after
the presentation with additional instructions for
the comment portion of the hearing.

kay, Monica. |If you are ready, |
think we can go ahead and get started.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Thank you,
Lawra. The tinme is now 6:34 p.m, on Thursday,
August 20t h, 2020. And this public hearing
regardi ng Enviva Pellet G eenwood, LLC, Draft
Synthetic Runner Air Construction Permt,

Nunmber 1240-0133-CC, will now begi n.
My nane is Monica Taylor. |'mthe

public participation coordinator for DHEC s Bureau

803.749.8100 Southern Reporting, Inc. www.souther nrepor ting.net
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of Alr Quality. | wll be serving as the hearing
officer for tonight's virtual hearing. Thank you
all for taking the tinme to join us this evening.
This hearing is being held by South Carolina
Departnment of Health and Environnental Control,

al so known as DHEC, to accept oral conmments on
Enviva Pell et G eenwood, LLC, draft synthetic
mnor air construction permt. DHECis currently
in technical review of the synthetic mnor air
construction permt, in which Enviva is required
to obtain in order to conplete the proposed
project. Tonight's hearing is part of DHEC s
techni cal review

We are now on our agenda for this
eveni ng.

So far we have conpl eted instructions
for renote participation. Now, | wll ask the
court reporter for the public hearing to introduce
herself at this tine.

THE COURT REPORTER: Hello. M nane is
Ali Peterson, and | will be the court reporter
this eveni ng.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Thank you,

Ms. Peterson is recording everything

803.749.8100 Southern Reporting, Inc. www.souther nrepor ting.net
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that is said during this public hearing. She wll
| ater prepare a witten transcript that wll be

I ncluded in DHEC s official record for Enviva
proposed project.

DHEC has established a web page for
access to information and docunents related to the
proposed project. The web page can be found at
www. scdhec. gov/ enviva. The presentati on you w ||
see tonight is posted on the web page. A
recording of the transcript of this hearing wll
al so be avail able on the web page before the cl ose
of the comment peri od.

| f you have not already done so, we
encourage you to go to the web page by cl ose of
busi ness tonorrow and conpl ete the online
registration formfor this hearing. This will |et
us know how to notify you of DHEC s deci sion on
the proposed project. Again, the registration
formw |l remain open through close of business
t onor r ow.

Your conments are a very inportant part
of DHEC s permtting process. The information you
share will be reviewed and coul d provide DHEC
staff with additional information to consider when

maki ng the final decision. A final decision on

803.749.8100 Southern Reporting, Inc. www.souther nrepor ting.net
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t he proposed project has not yet been nade and
w Il not be made here tonight. The purpose of
this hearing is for you to provide additiona
comments before a final decision is made. DHEC
wel conmes and encourage your commrents through the
end of the public comment period.

Bef ore our presentation begins, here
are just a few ground rules for tonight's hearing.
In order for this hearing to proceed in an
efficient and tinely manner, the follow ng
gui del i nes have been establi shed:

Toni ght we will not be answering
questions. The purpose of the public hearing is
to present an overview of the proposed project and
allow for oral coments to be officially received
for the record.

So that everyone has an opportunity to
speak, your comments should not go over three
m nutes. At the end of the three m nutes, a chine
will sound and we ask that you finish your
t houghts so that we may be able to have tinme for
all who have requested to speak tonight. [|f you
are not able to conplete your conments within the
allotted tinme, you may al so submt themin witing

before the end of the public comment period. W

803.749.8100 Southern Reporting, Inc. www.souther nrepor ting.net
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1 wll provide the link for submtting witten
2 coments at the end of the presentation.
3 Pl ease keep in m nd any coments nade
4 via the chat box during tonight's public hearing
5 wll not serve as an official coment on record,
6 and the agency will not respond to any witten
7 coments posted in the chat box. However,
8 anything typed in the chat box is subject to be
9 included in the record of the public hearing.
10 Pl ease be respectful of those
11  presenting information or maki ng conments and
12 allowthe tine limt that has been set. Each
13 person has the right to participate tonight, and
14 no one comrent is nore inportant than anot her.
15 Everyone who w shes to make a comment will be
16 given an equal opportunity to do so.
17 And, finally, please do not interrupt
18 or ask other participants or DHEC staff to respond
19 to comments during tonight's hearing. Should any
20 comments or actions begin to distract fromthe
21 intent of this hearing, the speaker nay be pl aced
22 on nmute or renoved fromthe online platform
23 The order of tonight's public hearing
24 wll go as follows:
25 An overview of Enviva's Pell et

803.749.8100 Southern Reporting, Inc. www.souther nrepor ting.net
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G eenwood, LLC, proposed project will be provided
toni ght by DHEC s Bureau of Air Quality permt
writer, Jo Anna Cunni ngham

Followi ng Jo Anna's presentation, we
wi |l begin calling on those who have i ndicated
during preregistration that you would |like to nmake
a cooment. |If you have decided that you no | onger
w sh to speak, when you are called on, you may
decline at that tinme.

When we have finished hearing from
everyone who has preregistered to speak, those who
did not preregister will have the opportunity to
provi de an oral comment as well. At that tine,
our tech host will give instructions on howto
conmment from your renote |ocation.

Pl ease renenber, the focus of this
public hearing is on Enviva's proposed project,
and a final decision will not be nade here
tonight, nor will it be based upon how many peopl e
express the same concerns.

W will nowturn it over to Jo Anna
Cunni ngham for an overvi ew of the proposed
project. Jo Anna?

M5. CUNNI NGHAM  Thank you, Mboni ca.

Good evening. M nane is Jo Anna

803.749.8100 Southern Reporting, Inc. www.souther nrepor ting.net
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Cunningham 1've been a permt witer with SC
DHEC Bureau of Air Quality Permitting Division
since 2001. | amthe air permt witer assigned
to the Enviva Greenwood, LLC, project, herein
referred to as Enviva G eenwood.

| am now on the slide titled
"Permtting Process.” The permtting process
starts when an application is received and
reviewed for technical conpleteness to ensure the
project will be in conpliance with all applicable
regul ati ons. Once the application has been
reviewed for technical conpleteness, the
departnent determ nes which type of permt is
requi red. For exanple, mnor permt, mjor permt
or synthetic mnor permt. The permt is drafted
with all of the applicable regulations.

There is an opportunity for public
I nput to ensure that all interested persons have
an opportunity to provide input on the project.
W are currently at this stage in the process.
Once all of these steps are conplete, final permt
deci sion is nmade.

| amnow on the slide titled "Site
Overview." The facility was originally built and

operated by Col onbo Energy starting on

803.749.8100 Southern Reporting, Inc. www.souther nrepor ting.net
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Sept enber 22nd, 2016. Enviva G eenwood purchased
and began operating the facility on March 7th,
2018. Enviva Geenwood is a wood pell et
manufacturing facility. The facility produces
wood pel lets that are used for fuel in industrial
boi | ers.

| amnow on Slide 9, the Site Location
Map. This is a map showing the |ocation of the
site. The Enviva Greenwood operations are
outlined in yellow The facility is |ocated at
200 Enviva Way, G eenwood, South Carolina 29646.

| amnow on the slide titled "Proposed
Project Overview. " Enviva G eenwood submtted an
air construction permt application on
February 10th, 2020, for which the purpose is
two-fold: one, to reduce particulate matter, dust
em ssions; and, two, increase production. The
particulate matter em ssions will be reduced
t hrough the addition of nore efficient process
equi pment, pollution control device upgrades, and
the addition of new particul ate control equi pnent.

The potential to emt of particulate
matter em ssions before the proposed construction
permt have been calculated as 174 tons per year.

The em ssions are based on the current permtted

803.749.8100 Southern Reporting, Inc. www.souther nrepor ting.net
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production limt and the operation of the
particul ate matter control devices.

The potential to emt of particulate
matter em ssions after the proposed construction
proj ect have been cal cul ated as 168 tons per year.
The em ssions are based on operation of the
new updated particulate matter control devices,
| npl enentation of the particulate matter reduction
strategies, and accounts for the proposed increase
i n production to 660,000 oven-dried tons per year,
a 25 percent increase.

| amnow on the slide titled "Dry
Hammerm |l 1s." The picture on the left shows an
exanple of a -- of horizontal dry hammerm| | s,
whi ch are existing equipnment at the facility. The
picture on the right shows an exanple of a hammer
that is inside a vertical dry hammerm ||, which is
proposed equi pment for this construction project.

| am now on Slide 12. Proposed
particul ate dust reduction strategies include
replacing the older, less efficient, horizontal
dry hammerm|lls with new, efficient, vertical dry
hammerm |lls. Unlike the horizontal dry
hammerm | 1ls, the new vertical dry hammerm|l|ls are

designed with screens to ensure proper sizing of

803.749.8100 Southern Reporting, Inc. www.souther nrepor ting.net
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1 the incom ng wood chi ps, use gravity to drop the
2 wood chips into a receiving throat and transfer to
3 a conveyer. In addition, the hammers, which are
4 encased within a netal housing, have the
5 capability to rotate in a direction which enabl es
6 themto efficiently reduce the size of the wood
7 chips. Their design features will result in |less
8 particulate natter generated as the wood chips are
9 processed.

10 The existing wet electrostatic

11 precipitator (WESP) will replace specific

12 cyclofilters to renove particulate matter (PM

13 fromthe new vertical dry hammerm|lls. The WESP
14 uses electrostatic forces to renove particul ate

15 matter fromthe process prior to venting clean air
16 to the atnosphere. It currently controls

17 particulate matter fromthe existing equi pnent:

18 green hammerm | ls 1 through 4, green chip silo,

19 furnace, and the rotary dryer. The pollution

20 control efficiency of a WESP is better than that
21 of a cyclofilter, which is currently used at the
22 facility.

23 The proposed project includes the

24 addition of a second particulate matter contro

25 device for the vertical dry hammermlls, a bin

803.749.8100 Southern Reporting, Inc. www.souther nrepor ting.net
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1 vent filter, which will be in series with the
2 VWESP, and this will allow the process airstreamto
3 flow through two separate devices before venting
4 to the anbient air.
5 For the proposed project, volatile
6 organic conpounds (VOCs) em ssions fromthe
7 vertical dry hammermlls will be controlled by the
8 existing regenerative thermal oxidizer (RTO),
9 which will result in a decrease in facility-w de
10 actual VOCs emissions. | wll speak nore about
11 the pollution control equipnent later in the
12 presentation.
13 | am now on Slide 13. The project
14  includes the addition of three pelletizers, which
15 is where the wood pellets are forned; one pellet
16 cooler, which is where the wood pellets are
17 cool ed; and a new PM control device, a baghouse.
18 The picture on the lower left in the bottomleft
19 corner of the picture is an exanpl e of
20 pelletizers. The picture on the lower is an
21  exanpl e of baghouses.
22 | amnow on the slide titled "G een
23 Hammermll." There will be the addition of one
24 green hammermll. Geen hammerm|l|s are equi pnent
25 | ocated near the beginning of the wood pell et

803.749.8100 Southern Reporting, Inc. www.souther nrepor ting.net
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manuf act uri ng process. The green hammermlls
reduce the wood chip size before the wood chi ps
proceed to the drying operations.

PM em ssions fromthe new green
hammerm || will be controlled by the existing
particulate matter control device, WESP. And VOC
em ssions will be controlled by the existing VOC
destruction equi pnment, regenerative thermal
oxi di zer (RTO).

| amnow on the slide titled "Summary
of Proposed Changes." A sunmary of proposed
changes are as foll ows:

Repl ace five existing dry hammerm || s
Wi th 36 new dry hamerm || s which have inproved
efficiency for reducing the wood chip size. The
em ssions fromthe dry hammerm|ls will be routed
to the existing wet electrostatic precipitator
(WESP) to control particulate matter em ssions and
to the existing regenerative thermal oxidizer,
al so known as an RTO or incinerator, to contro
vol atil e organi ¢ conmpounds (VOCs) eni ssions.

Addition of a second PM control device
for the dry hammermlls, bin vent filter

Addi tion of three pelletizers, one

pel l et cool er, and a new baghouse.
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Addition of one green hamerml|.

PM em ssions will be controlled by the
exi sting WESP, and VOC em ssions will be
controlled by the existing VOC destruction device,
RTO.

| amnow on Slide 16. All process
em ssions at Enviva G eenwood are routed to
control devices. This is a summary of Enviva
G eenwood' s pol lution control equipnent:

Wet el ectrostatic precipitator (VESP).
As nentioned earlier, a WESP is a control device
whi ch uses electrostatic forces to renove
particulate matter fromthe process prior to
venting clean air to the atnosphere.

Baghouses; baghouses with integrated
cycl ones; cyclone; and bin vent filters, which are
pol lution control devices that use fabric filter
media to capture and renove particulate matter
fromthe process prior to venting clean air to the
at nospher e.

Vol atil e organi c conpounds (VCOCs)
destruction equi pnent consisting of a regenerative
thermal oxidizer (RTO and regenerative catalytic
oxi di zers (RCGs). The RTO and RCOs are pollution

control devices which incinerate volatile organic

803.749.8100 Southern Reporting, Inc. www.souther nrepor ting.net
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1 conmpounds. VOCs are conpounds that easily becone
2 vapors or gases. The proposed project will nodify
3 the existing RTO and RCGs to reflect Enviva

4 Geenwod's final engineering design. As such,

5 they will have a greater heat input capacity for

6 VOC destruction.

7 | amnow on the slide titled "Ar

8 Quality Analysis."™ As nentioned earlier, as part
9 of the air permtting process, the facility is

10 also required to denponstrate conpliance with

11  National Ambient Air Quality Standards for

12 particulate less than 10 mcrons and |less than 2.5
13 mcrons. These standards are established to be

14 protective of public health and wel fare.

15 Envi va Greenwood' s conpl i ance

16 denonstration with the standards for PMLO and

17  PM2.5 was conpl eted usi ng an EPA-approved nodel,
18 AERMOD, assumng the facility was operating all of
19 its equipnent at full capacity 24 hours per day,
20 every day of the year. Based on the conpliance
21 denmonstration conducted, the facility neets these
22 standards, as well as standards for all other

23 emtted, regulated pollutants, including both

24 criteria and air toxic pollutants.

25 | amnowon the slide titled "Draft Air

803.749.8100 Southern Reporting, Inc. www.souther nrepor ting.net
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Construction Permit Regul atory Requirenents.”
State and federal regulations have established
standards that are protective of the environnent
and public health, including the health of
sensitive popul ations such as asthnati cs,
children, and the elderly. The permt contains
the applicable limts and regul ations from al
applicable federal and state air regulations. The
applicable state and federal regulations for the
Envi va Greenwood operations are as |isted.

Note that the fugitive dust regul ation
I ncl udes dust em ssions from storage piles and
on-site traffic.

| amnow on the slide titled "Draft Air
Construction Permt Limts." Enviva G eenwod
currently operates as a synthetic m nor source of
em ssions. Federally enforceable Iimts have been
established to limt criteria pollutants PM PMLO,
PM2.5, and VOCs emi ssions to | ess than 250 tons
per year each pollutant and | ess than 10 tons per
year for any single HAP and | ess than 25 tons per
year for total conbined HAPs. These previously
established limts will remain in place.

In addition, with this proposed project

a production limt of 660,000 oven-dried tons per
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1 year will be established to ensure that the
2 facility retains its status as a synthetic m nor
3 source of em ssions.
4 | amnow on the slide titled "Draft Air
5 Construction Permit Requirenents."” The draft
6 construction permt contains a requirenent that
7 the facility shall maintain the current permtted
8 production rate until all control device upgrades
9 and additions have been conpleted. The draft air
10 construction permt also contains adequate
11 nonitoring to ensure conpliance with all
12 applicable permt |[imts and requirenents. The
13 draft air construction permt also contains
14 requirenents for source tests to be conducted
15 annually and every five years.
16 Additionally, the draft air
17 construction permt requires the facility to
18 calculate and submt sem annual reports of
19 em ssions and production anmounts. The draft
20 construction permt also contains a requirenent to
21 followthe site's existing dust control plan,
22 which | will explain further on the next slide.
23 | amnow on the slide titled "Dust
24 Control Plan." Details regarding the dust control
25 plan includes steps to mnimze fugitive
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particulate matter, dust, generated on site from

goi ng beyond facility property boundari es.

Witten procedures, training plans, and

a mai ntenance schedule for all particulate matter
control equi pnent and process systens.

Use of a water truck on on-site roads.

And the dust control plan is required
to be reviewed, reassessed, and updated when
needed.

| amnow on Slide 22. At the request
of community menbers, there are two particul ate
matter air sensors testing concentrations in the
community in order to determ ne the particul ate
matter trends. One of the sensors also nonitors
for netrol ogi cal data such as wi nd speed and
relative humdity.

Air sensors are small, relatively
| nexpensive air sanplers. Unlike SC DHEC s | arge
anbient air nmonitors, which nmeet strict federal
gui delines, the air sensors only give a genera
overall | ook at whether certain pollutants are
present. SC DHEC | ooks at the trends to see if
there may be potential problenms. The air sensors
can only determine if a pollutant is or is not

present. Since a physical sanple is not obtained,
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SC DHEC can't determ ne the origin of the PM

| amnow on the slide titled "Anbi ent
Sensor Data." In both pictures, the orange |ine
represents the air quality PMstandard. The bl ue
wavy |ine beneath the orange |line represents the
actual sensor readings for the tinme period
i ndi cated. As noted, trends from both sensors are
bel ow the air quality PM standard.

| am now on the slide titled
"Conpliance Status.” In Decenber 2018 through
March 2019, a series of stack tests were
perfornmed. The results indicated that Enviva
G eenwood operations were in conpliance with the
emssion |limts.

In 2019, SC DHEC conduct ed sever al
I nspections of the facility's operations. The
facility was cited for several permt and
regul atory viol ati ons.

In January 2020, the facility was
i ssued a Notice of Alleged Violation and Notice of
Enf or cenent Conf erence.

In July 2020, a consent order, which
i ncluded a civil penalty of $13,000, was execut ed.
The order also required an updated dust control

pl an be submtted to the departnent by
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August 16th, 2020. The updated dust control pl
was submtted on tinme. The full consent order
penalty details can be viewed by going to the
Envi va web page on the DHEC website.

| amnow on the slide titled "Next
Steps.” The next steps are DHEC wi Il review al
comrents received, provide witten responses to
all comments, and make a final decision. The
final decision date begins the 15-day appeal
peri od.

| am now on the slide titled "DHEC
Contacts." |If you have any questions about the
proposed project, please et ne know M conta
information is on the screen. |f you prefer to
speak to soneone |ocally, you can contact Samnue
Madden in our Geenwood office. H's contact
information is also on the screen.

| am now on the slide titled "How t
Comment." Comments can be submitted by mail or
e-mai | through August 27th, 2020, to BAQ s pub
noti ce coordinator, DHEC/ BAQ That's DDHE-C
forward slash B-A-Q 2600 Bull Street, Col unbia
South Carolina 29201. And e-mail at
ai rpncomrent s@lhec. sc.gov. That's A-1-R P-N

COMMENT-S at DHE-C dot S-C dot GO V.

an

and

ct

o

i C

The

803.749.8100 Southern Reporting, Inc. www.souther nrepor ting.net



Hearing
Enviva Pellets Greenwood, LL C (Enviva) - Draft Air Synthetic Minor Construction

Page 24

8/20/2020

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

application and draft permt can be found at
wwv. scdhec. gov/enviva. That's WWWdot S-C
DDHE-Cdot GOV forward slash E-N-V-1-V-A

Thank you for your tine and
participation in this evening' s public hearing.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Jo Anna, thank
you for providing us with that great overview.

| would also like to nention if you
have any issues view ng the presentation, a copy
of the full presentation is also avail able on our
website at www. scdhec. gov/ envi va.

Il wll now call on those of you who
have indicated during our preregistration that you
would i ke to nake a coment. When it is your
turn, clearly state and spell your nane and
i dentify any organi zati ons or group you are
provi ding your comment on behalf of. Renenber to
unnmut e your line by clicking the m crophone on
your screen or by using star six. If you are
joining us by phone, please renmenber that you wll
have three mnutes' |imt to present your
comrents. At the end of the three mnutes, a
chime will sound, and we will ask you to finish
t hose final thoughts so we nay be able to have

time for all who have requested to speak tonight.
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| will start by calling on Tandy
Tayl or. Tandy, please unnute.

M5. TAYLOR: Hello, this is Tandy
Taylor. Can you hear nme?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Yes, | can.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Yes, we can
hear you wel .

M5. TAYLOR: Ckay. Geat. Thank you.
' m connecting by tel ephone today, and so it's a
little harder to know what |' m doi ng.

Thank you so nuch for allow ng ne the
opportunity to speak today. M nane is Tandy
Taylor, and | am associ ate pastor at Triune Mercy
Center, a church for the honeless in Geenville.
I"malso vice chair of the I ocal chapter of the
Climate Reality Project, which has nore than 500
menbers in the -- in ten counties across the
Upstate. | speak on their behal f today.

VWhile | applaud the installation of new
equi pment that is in this permt, | urge you to
deny any expansi on of the wood pellet industry in
South Carolina. Two of our primary assets as a
state are our people and our natural resources.
Enviva' s proposed increase in operations will not

only endanger the health of nearby residents but
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al so destroy much of our forestland. Neighbors of
the plan report that they cannot sit out in their
yards w t hout being covered in sawdust. Even with
staying indoors, the tiny particul ates of sawdust
end up in their lungs. These residents may
appreci ate the good-payi ng jobs now, but they wll
pay a high price later in health inpacts and
medi cal bills.

And | al so want to point out that
Enviva is not using primarily |unbar yard scraps
or trees that have to be cut down anyway for
thinning the forests. They clearcut mature
forests. This has been docunented by people
following the | ogging trucks out of the forest and
to the Enviva plant. W cannot allow themto
continue cutting down the magnificent forests of
our state.

The trees are worth nuch nore to us as
a living forest than as single-use wood pellets.
Forests absorb carbon, so they are a mmjor piece
of the puzzle on addressing the high | evels of
carbon in our atnosphere. W need to be planting
nore forests, not cutting down the ones we have.
Forests also provide rain retention so that

there's less risk of flooding when heavy rains

803.749.8100 Southern Reporting, Inc. www.souther nrepor ting.net



Hearing

Enviva Pellets Greenwood, LL C (Enviva) - Draft Air Synthetic Minor Construction

Page 27
8/20/2020

1

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

come, as they are doing nore and nore frequently
now in our area. W need for our forests to stay
I ntact.

Bef ore you consi der approving Enviva's
permt request, | urge you to conplete a ful
environnmental justice report, including analysis
of all the potential harmto forests and climate
as well as the health and wel | bei ng of residents.
And | call on you to educate yourself on the wood
pell et industry by watching the docunentary
entitled "BURNED: Are Trees the New Coal ?" The
link to that docunentary is
www. bur nedt henovi e. com

On many different fronts, Enviva's
request to expand their operations nmakes no sense
at all. Please deny their permt. Thank you so
much for allowng ne to speak tonight.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR  Thank you,
Ms. Taylor. Thank you for your comrent.

W would also like to nmention as a
rem nder, if you are not called upon to speak at
the nmonent, could you please |leave all mcs nuted.
When it's your turn to | eave a comment, we w ||
ask you to unnute your mc at that tine.

W will now call on Charles MKinney.
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M. MKinney, if you are nuted, please unnute your
mc by -- if you are connecting through your
conputer, you can do so by tapping the m crophone.
If you are on the phone, you can do so by pressing
star siXx.

MR, MCKINNEY: |'mon the phone.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR Great. W can
hear you wel .

MR, MCKI NNEY: Hell o?

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Thank you.

Pl ease proceed.

MR, MCKI NNEY: Can you hear ne?

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR  Yes, sir. W
can indeed hear you. |If you will start by stating
your nane and spelling it and | eaving your
conment s.

MR. MCKI NNEY: Charl es Wagner MKi nney,
Senior; CHARL-EES WAAGNER MCGK-1-NNNE-Y
SR | ampresident of Laurens County Forest
Landowners Associ ation, a nenbership of sonme 90
forest | andowners. Qur association nmenbers are
active participants in South Carolina's |argest
i ndustry, the $21 billion forestry industry. Qur
I ndustry is a primary contributor for the

st eadi ness of our standing forests, the clean air
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1 quality, the clean water, and the thriving
2 communities of our state.
3 As a result of an evolving -- where
4 we'rein a society wherein famlies have been
5 forced to adopt and adapt their farm ng practices
6 in order to retain their famly property, our
7 state in the southeast have nore standing acres of
8 tinber than at any tinme in our recorded history.
9 This standing acreage of tinber, referred to as
10 the "wall of wood" is the product of forestry
11 associ ations of the local, state, and regional
12 levels united in recruiting individuals to join in
13 the stewardshi p and managenent of our woodl ands
14  through a commtted and approved plan of action.
15 Although well regulated with this wall of wood,
16 the tinber industry is in a period of |ow prices.
17 A source of demand is essential for the
18 conpetitive and orderly harvest that ensures the
19 health of our forests.
20 W are here today to put input toward a
21  regulatory decision you will make concerning
22 Envira's request in for an air quality permt
23 allowng the upgrading of this dry hammerm || s
24  with nodernized air quality instrunentation and
25 its being allowed to increase its production

803.749.8100 Southern Reporting, Inc. www.souther nrepor ting.net



Hearing

Enviva Pellets Greenwood, LL C (Enviva) - Draft Air Synthetic Minor Construction

Page 30
8/20/2020

[

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

capability. This is vital to the current physical
condition of the forestry industry.

Envira's not an industry isolated into
itself. It is imrersed in the |local comunity,
supporting many community activities. Since
assum ng control of the G eenwbod facility from
Col onbo Energy in 2018, Envira has comuni cat ed
W th the surroundi ng conmunity and continuously
wor ked at inproving the operation at this
facility.

Envira's request for a new air quality
permt, the upgrading of its dry hammermlls with
noderni zed air quality instrunentation to assure a
cl eaner environnment and the request for an
I ncrease in production capability, should be
approved, and we thank you very nuch.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR  Thank you.

W will now call on Tammy Gettys.

Ms. Cettys, if you could unnmute your m crophone.

MS. GETTYS: Yes.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR  You may start
by stating your nane and spelling it as well as.
Thank you.

M5. GETTYS: Hello. M nane is Tamy

Gettys, T-AAMMY GE-T-T-Y-S. | amhere today to
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| et DHEC know that there is definitely a problem
with wood fine, wood fines, and groundwood from
the Enviva operations. | submtted a report of a
sanpl e analysis that was taken of the wood that
cane fromny pool and from ny deck, and those
sanpl es cane back as bei ng groundwood and wood
fines fromEnviva's operations. They said another
possi bl e source, it could have been trafficked
froma nearby road. But ny nearby road traffic, |
have brush that's hi gh enough that woul d cover
that. The pollution, wod fine and the wood dust,
I's comng over the woods through sone trees here,
getting right into ny property going up ny entire
nei ghbor hood.

And |I'm here, you know, to represent
t he nei ghbor hood because the wood dust is
dangerous. | know it has damaged ny -- some of ny
property. |'ve had to replace things. | can say,
you know, they didn't want to replace everything.
They wanted to try to half fix sonething that's
hal f br oke.

But ot her than that, we have net wth
Chris Brown several tinmes from Enviva, and he has
tried his best to do what he could to help us and

ensure us that this permt is going to stop the
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pollution. And | do want to believe himthat it's
wanting to stop, that it's going to stop this
pollution. But this pollution that only -- |
nmean, that you can definitely see, there's a part
that we can't see that it's definitely we know is
in our lungs, it's going into our |ungs.

| have reports from OSHA. | have
reports from OSHA and a report from CCOHS, which
list health concerns -- OSH Answers fact sheets,
t he health concerns of wood dust have been
associ ated to substances in the wood, bacteri a,
nol ds, or fungi. But that wood is definitely
comng definitely straight in our neighborhood.
It's considered a carcinogenic to humans. And |'m
reading this fromoff their website. It --
associ ated with toxins. It can affect your skin,
your eyes, and also it can affect --

(Ti mer sounds.)

M5. GETTYS: Is that three mnutes?

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR  Ms. Gettys, it
has been three mnutes. |If you would like to
finish your thought here and your sentence --

M5. CETTYS: Yeah.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: -- we w ||

provide tinme or we will still provide an
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opportunity to continue to submt your coments
via a witten platform and we wll provide that
Information after all have spoken. So pl ease
continue to finish, and we'll nove on.

M5. GETTYS: Ckay. And our concerns
here are the wood, the pollution of what it's
doing to our bodies -- our lungs, our bodies.

And what |I'masking is | have a -- |
woul d just like for the -- what were you saying
earlier, 35 percent? | was told by DHEC that it
was only a 20 percent that they needed to neet.
And according to nmy records, they're not neeting
the 20 percent all the tine. And | would really
just ask for ny neighborhood's -- that be reduced,
that 35 percent should no way be that high at all.

And one last thing. | understood that
the permit, it's a synthetic m nor source, neans
it's exenpt fromthe Cean Air Act's proposed --
proposed 423. Well, | hope that is not the case.
| do want to get that standard down | owered so we
can have | ess pollution in our neighborhood.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Thank you.
Thank you so nmuch, M. Cettys.

M5. GETTYS: You're wel cone.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR:  Again, | want
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to remind all of the participants of our
three-mnute tinme limt in order for us to allow
everyone the opportunity to | eave a conment
tonight. W will also be providing our web
address in which you could submt your comment in
witing if you do not have tinme to provide all of
the information here tonight.

W would -- we'll nmove on. | wll cal
on Ms. Wendi Andrews. And follow ng Ms. Wendi,
Lucia Ibarra will be followi ng Ms. Andrews.

Ms. Andrews, please unmute, and you may
begin by stating your nane and spelling it for the
record as well.

M5. ANDREWS: Yes. M nane is Wendi
Andrews. That's WE-N-D-1; Andrews,
A-NDRE-WS. [|I'mgoing to reserve nmy coments
till later, if that's okay.

M5. TAYLOR  Yes, thank you.

M5. ANDREWS: Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: We will nove
on to Ms. Lucia Ibarra. |f you unnute your mc,
you can begi n.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER. Did you say
Geral d?

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: I'msorry. W
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were waiting to hear from Luci a.

W wll nove on, and we wll| cone back.

O if you would like to | eave a comment, there
will still be an opportunity to do so after we
call on all who have registered.

W will now nove on to Ken Coffey, and
then we wll also hear from Donal d Rhodes
following that. Please unnmute your mc,

M. Coffey, and you can begin by providing your
nanme and spelling your nane for the record.

MR, COFFEY: Good evening. M nane is
Ken Coffey, K-EEN CGOF-F-E-Y. |I'mthe executive
director of the Self Regional Healthcare
Foundation in G eenwod. And we have letters on
file fromme representing our foundation and al so
Self Regional Healthcare fromM. JimPfeiffer
who is the president and CEO

Asi de fromthe obvious benefits of
Enviva's $20 million investnment in the | ocal
econony in Geenwood, this project will inprove
ef ficiencies, increase production, and inprove the
facility's overall environnmental perfornmance.
These are win-win inprovenents for Enviva and for
G eenwood. Enviva currently provides 80-plus

direct jobs and over 250 indirect jobs in the
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1 region, resulting in a total econom c inpact of

2 $115 mllion in the G eenwod comunity. The

3 increase in production that will occur if this

4 application is approved will also provide a boost

5 to the forest products sector by providing an

6 increased demand for wood fiber fromlocal forest

7 owners, |andowners, and wood suppliers.

8 Since their purchase in 19 -- in 2018,

9 Enviva has been and is conmtted to being a part
10 of the Greenwood community. Enviva participates
11  in community events sponsored by the G eenwood

12 Chanber of Commerce, G eenwood Partnership

13 Alliance, Boys & Grls Cub of the Lakel ands

14 Region, Self Regional Healthcare, Preserving Lake
15 G eenwood, Piednont Tech, and several other

16 organizations in the region. Mst inportantly, at
17 least fromour perspective at the foundation, they
18 have stepped up in a big way by naking a

19 charitable gift to Qur Vision Is 2020 capital

20 canpaign that has provided for a new childbirth
21  center and new surgery center on the canpus of

22 Self Regional.

23 Enviva is a vital part of our

24  community. In addition to being excellent

25 corporate citizens, it's clear that they care
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about neking a difference in the future of our
community and as far as health care in our
community. And we have letters on file with you
all. And that would be the end of ny renmarks.
Thank you for the opportunity.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Thank you for
your comment.

| see that Ms. Ibarra is back in the
group. | will call on her next and followi ng wll
be Don Rhodes.

M ss Luci a, please unnute your mc.
Provi de your nane with the spelling, and you can
provi de your conment.

kay. | think we may still be having
sonme technical difficulties, but we wll nove on
and we will cone back to you, Mss Luci a.

W will now like to hear from Donal d
Rhodes. Pl ease unnute your mc. M. Rhodes, if
you are reaching us by phone, you can do so by
unmuti ng using star six or by hitting the
m crophone on the tool bar to unnute your mc, and
you can provide your comments.

MR, RHCODES: Can you hear ne now?

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Yes, we can

hear you now. Thank you.
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MR, RHODES: Thank you for giving ne
this opportunity to talk. | was at the neeting
that we had in town, and I'd like to appreciate
Tammy's presentation of the wood that she had
collected in her filter in her swinmng pool. |
actually have a swi nm ng pool nyself. And another
nei ghbor up ny street, Al bert Cullens, which is --
he's deceased now. He was the first one that
call ed ne about his situation, and | referred him
to DHEC. |'ve worked with DHEC before. | worked
with the South Carolina Regional Housing Authority
until the end of March of this year, so we have
dealt with DHEC and ot her nmenbers in ny |ine of

wor k.

It's appalling to see the things that's

going on in our comunity. Wen we go outside,
the dust is terrible. MW wife has asthma. M
next door nei ghbor does. People on up the street
here have conplained. W've all talked to each
other. This is a serious situation for us here in
our conmunity. You have drai nhage from your nose
constantly. Your lungs, you can feel. You can
feel the dust as you breathe. You can see it in
the air early in the nornings. MW wife and | has

been out on our deck, and you can see it in the
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air. Qur cars are covered. Wen you take your
car to have it washed, the guy comment ed about

all -- he didn't know whether he could get the
wood off of the car. You can take your hands and
wpe it off the wi ndows of your car, your vehicle,
anywhere you go outside. This is a real concern.

W're elderly, late 70s, want to |ive
as long as we can. And |I've never had |ung
problems in my life, but I cough nore now. You're
constantly sneezing, having to use nasal spray.
And | know it's comng for this community because
we see it. And I'mreally concerned of the -- you
know, the -- our property here is going to be
deval ued. Nobody's going to want to live in this
community. It's a serious situation.

And |'ve worked with DHEC before, and
|'ve seen the results that you have got. But
we're pleading with you. [|f these people are
calling and saying all these wonderful things
about this conmpany, cone out here and live with us
and just --

(Tinmer sounds.)

-- go through what we're goi ng through

here. And | appreciate you letting ne have an

opportunity to speak. Thank you.
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HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR:  Thank you,
M . Rhodes.

Ms. Lucia lbarra, if you are now ready,
you can provide your comment.

W will now nove to M. Art Bush. And
following M. Bush, Janes C. Sanders, Junior.

M. Bush, please start by providing your nane and
spelling of your nane as well, and you can proceed
wi th | eavi ng your conment.

M. James C. Sanders, Junior, if you
are ready, please unmute and you may provi de your
conment .

MR, SANDERS: Thank you, nm'am

My nane is Janes C. Sanders, Junior.
That's J-A-ME-S, mddle initial CC SANDERS,
Junior. | ama nenber of the G eenwdod County
Forest Landowners Association, and | support
Enviva's efforts to increase the production of
their Greenwood County manufacturing facility.

| consider nyself to be a tree farnmer.
| own and nmanage three small tree farnms, one here
I n Geenwood County and two other tracts in
adjoining counties. M tree farns are primarily
devoted to the production of loblolly pine. |

plant ny trees as snmall seedlings. | nuture them
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and hope to harvest them sone day in the sane
matter as any farnmer plants, nutures, and harvest
a crop. M tree farns are operated in accordance
with forest managenent plans approved by the
American Tree Farm System and the Anmerican Forest
Foundation. This certifies that nmy hunble tree
farns are managed in an environnental ly
sust ai nabl e manner. Tree farns |ike mne help
provide the raw material used in the production of
t housands of forest products and help in
supporting this state's vitally inportant forest

I ndustries. Forest industries currently generate
nore than $21 billion in annual economc activity
for South Carolina. WMarkets created by our
state's forest industries provide tree farners

| i ke me an econom c incentive to maintain forest
managenment as our desired | and use.

As a retired natural resource
specialist with the United States Departnent of
Agriculture, | understand the societal benefits of
forest as a | and use. Markets for forest products
such as those provided by Enviva wll help slow
t he conversion of South Carolina's forest to nore
I ntensive land use. | thank you for the

opportunity to nmake ny remarks.
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HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Thank you.

M. -- I"'msorry. W'Ill now hear from
Ms. Lucia Ibarra. Are you avail able on the phone?
If so, please unnmute by using star six.

We'll now again call on Art Bush
M. Bush, are you avail abl e?

W will now call on Cam Crawford. And
followwng M. Crawford, we will call on Dr. Gary
Har bour. M. Crawford?

MR. CRAWCORD: Yes. Can you hear ne?

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR:  Yes.

MR CRAWFORD: Ckay. |'m Cam Crawford.
That's CGAA-MCGCR A WF-ORD. |'mpresident of
the Forestry Association of South Carolina.

On June 26th, the online edition of The
St at e paper published an op-ed | submtted calling
for South Carolina to adopt a new strategy for
forest conservation in the 21st century. 1In
essence, the op-ed pointed out that the
environmental novenent is fighting a battle that
has al ready been won while ignoring the biggest
threat to forest conservation. Here are sone key
points in the op-ed:

Conservation began with forestry nore

than a century ago, |eaving president Teddy
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1 Roosevelt to state that the conservation novenent
2 was, and | quote, "A direct outgrowh of the
3 forest novenent," end quote. During the 21st
4 century, the fight for forest conservation was due
5 to unsustainable tinber harvesting practices. In
6 the 21st century, sustainability and environmental
7 stewardship are central conponents of the forest
8 products industry. The battle agai nst
9 unsustainable tinber harvesting has been won in

10 this state. There are 2 mllion nore acres of

11 forestland today than in 1936. Wth increasing
12 devel opnent, projections are showng up to a

13 22 percent loss of forestland in the Piednont

14  region by 2060.

15 To be clear, urbanization is the

16  biggest threat to forest today, and private

17 | andowners are essential in the efforts to

18 maintain and increase our forestlands. There are
19 currently 200,000 forest |andowners in South

20 Carolina that will determne the future of forest
21 conservation in this state. So to encourage

22 private |andowners to fully engage with forest

23 conservation, we nust adopt a new strategy that
24  includes creating markets for |andowners. [|If we
25 do not create markets for forest | andowners, it
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wWill result in the selling of tinberlands to
devel opers.

In the 21st century, here is the
question that the environnental novenent nust ask:
Is it better for a piece of property to remain as
a working forest or be used to expand urban
sprawl ? Wth the huge budget deficit, the federal
gover nnent cannot be expected to buy sufficient
amounts of forestland to achieve the clinmate and
ecol ogi cal outcones that are so inportant.
Supporting private ownership of forestlands is the
nost practical way to achieve climte and
ecol ogi cal values that we cherish. To keep these
private |l ands as forests, |andowners need viabl e
mar ket's, includi ng wood-based bi oener gy.

In closing, markets are inportant to
the private | andowners since they provide the
i ncentive to plant and nanage heal thy and
productive forests. These forests provide
countl ess environnental benefits for all South
Carolinians while providing the starting point for
the $21 billion forest products industry in South
Carolina. Since Enviva acquired the G eenwood
facility in spring 2018, Enviva has worked with

the comunity --
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(Ti mer sounds.)

-- 1,000 South Carolina | andowners for
wood fiber. This generated additional revenue for
South Carolinians to reinvest in their forestland.
Enviva is the world' s | argest producers of wood
pellets, and we are pleased to have themas a
menber of the Forestry Association of South
Carolina. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR  Thank you.
Thank you for your comments.

W will proceed on with our next
participant, Dr. Gary Harbour.

DR HARBOUR: Hell o.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR:  Unnut e.

DR HARBOUR. Yes. Hello. Can you

hear me?

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR  Yes, | can.
Thank you.

DR. HARBOUR My nane is Dr. Gary
Harbour, GARY HA-RB-OUR |I'ma Ph.D

chem st with 35-year background in manufacturing
processes. | want to thank DHEC for the
opportunity to speak to the Enviva G eenwood
expansi on permt.

Approval of this permt would not |ead
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to decreases of particulate matter pollution as
control s against particul ates are not being
substantially inproved. Especially concerning are
the sub 2.5 micro (technical difficulty), which
are known to cause significant pul nonary and
pronotes cancer risks. Neighboring residents
report they can't go outside or get covered with
sawdust and associ ated particulates. The plant is
operating 24 hours a day, neking the exposure tine
very hi gh.

On top of that, this very Enviva pl ant
has a history of nonconpliance. On May 8th, 2019,
the Enviva G eenwood plant was cited after an
| nspection by DHEC with ei ght major violations,
all of which could contribute with exceedi ng
permtted pollution |evels.

A foll ow up inspection on
Sept enber 24th, 2019, found a visible plune at
24 percent opacity, where the legal |imt is
20 percent.

Then on Decenber 4th, 2019, a conpl aint
of heavy visible em ssions |ed an inspector to
find opacity at 79 percent, alnost four tinmes the
legal limt. Enviva was found to be using the

furnace bypass stack during a non-approved
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operation. These inspections ultinmately led to
Enviva voluntarily entering into a consent order
on July 16th, 2020, only one nonth ago.

The inspection findings include failure
to maintain calibration data for major equipnent,
| i ke the dryer and the em ssion control devices
| i ke the wet electrostatic precipitator used to
control particulate em ssions; failure to docunent
causes and corrective actions when established
control paraneters were violated; failure to
conduct weekly operations and mai nt enance checks
on maj or equi pnent; failure to record operationa
control data; failure to submt required reports
to DHEC.

In short, Enviva is under consent order
for poor conpliance in operation, naintenance,
recor dkeeping, and their required reporting to
DHEC. Approval of this permt would result in
i ncreases in particulate matter pollution and CQ2e
pol lution. DHEC shoul d not approve the requested
permt until Enviva addresses the additional
em ssions and associated risk to the public.
Enviva's permt would allow themto increase their
production generating capacity --

(Timer sounds.)
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-- whil e under a consent order only one
nonth ol d, which was triggered by their own
recidivist violation of pollution limts. The
permt should be denied under these circunstances
until they denonstrate the comm tnent and
capability to follow the regul ations and their own
comm tmments. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Thank you.

W'd like to ask at this tine if you do
have your canmera on and you are not --

MR, BUSH  Yep.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: -- speaki ng,

I f you could --

MR, BUSH:  Yeah, yeah.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: -- turn your
caneras off.

MR, BUSH. May | interrupt? Can you
hear ne? Can you hear ne?

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR:  Yes, we can
hear you.

MR BUSH This is Art Bush, and | --
there's a technical issue with sone cell phones.
They don't unnute, and |I was under the nute when
you called ne before. And if you would allow ne,

l"d like to speak.
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1 HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR M. Bush, if
2 you would go ahead and restate your nane and spell
3 it for the record and provide your coment.

4 MR, BUSH. Ckay. MW nane is Art Bush,
5 and I'minterim CEO of the G eenwood Partnership

6 Alliance in Geenwod. And that's spelled AR T

7 B-USH AndI'mcalling in support of the permt
8 application of Enviva.

9 |'ve been listening to the calls, and I
10 understand the concerns of the nenbers of the

11 community that surround the plant. But | also, as
12 a nenber of the Partnership Alliance, have been

13 working wth Enviva for a couple of years now. |
14  know that they are dedicated in trying to find and
15 put in place a better process to i nprove the

16  em ssions.

17 They' ve been active in the econonic

18 devel opnent of G eenwood County. As said by

19 M. Coffey previously, they enploy 18 nenbers of
20 our conmunity, conmmt approximately $115 mllion
21 to the Greenwood comunity. They also are very

22 active in the community and supporting things |ike
23 the G eenwood Chanber of Commerce, our own

24  Partnership Alliance, the Boys & Grls Clubs in

25 the Lakel ands Region, Self Regional Hospital,
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Preservi ng Lake G eenwood.

And | believe that their intent is to
spend $25 million, potentially that nunber, to
| nprove the processes, to inprove the quality of
the air, and also to increase production, which
hel ps themto pay the $25 nmillion which it takes
to do these inprovenents. So | believe that in
passing this permt wll achieve the objectives of
the issues that the neighbors are having.

And | want to just thank Enviva for
their continued investnent in G eenwod County and
South Carolina. And | want to thank you for this
opportunity to speak tonight. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Thank you.

M ss Lucia, we see that your mc has
been unnmuted. If you would |ike to go ahead and
provi de your conment at this tine.

MS. | BARRA: Can you hear ne now?

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR:  Yes, we can
hear you. Yes. Thank you.

M5. | BARRA: Ch, ny God, finally.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Begi n by
stating your nane and spelling it for the record.

M5. | BARRA: Yes. M nane is Lucia

| barra, which is L-U-CI-A |ast nane, 1-B, as in
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boy, A-R-R-A. | have a bachelor's of science in
w I dlife habitat managenent and a master's degree
I n organi zational psychology. | speak to you
today with experience and know edge of working in
the U S. forest plan and as a biol ogist for
several governnmental agencies. | amreally
concerned about the wood pellet industry's inpact
on South Carolina's communities, forests, climte
during this tinme of pandem c crisis. |'mhere
today to urge DHEC to deny Enviva's air quality
permt to expand production in G eenwod, South
Carolina, and to conplete a full environnental
justice report.

Approving this air quality permt neans
that Enviva w |l expand production to 660 tons of
wood pel |l ets per year, which neans 15, 800 acres of
forest cut per year, or to nake it easier for you,
43 acres of forest cut per day. And this wll
emt 1,423 tons of CO2 per year, which equival ent
of over 270-hundred-thousand extra cars on the
road. This is what this permit will do. This is
an environnental injustice for our communities and
our pl anet.

On top of that, if this permt gets

approved, Enviva will attenpt to increase their
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1 softwood sourcing limt from90 percent to a

2 hundred percent, which is already, |ike, high.

3 And as a result of increasing softwiod uses, our

4 comunities becone nore vul nerable to fl ooding.

5 Hurricane Florence, for exanple, caused

6 devastating flooding in sone of the nost heavily

7 |l oaded areas in South Carolina. Years of

8 investigations, |like Tandy Tayl or said, have

9 docunented that Enviva sources whole trees, not

10 top of -- not linbs or wood that is not really

11 good -- fromwetlands, fromwetland forest, which
12 are ecological, inportant in sensitive ecosystem
13 and critical for flood control. And also

14  (inaudible) conmmunities fromflooding in reducing
15 costly property damages, and of course is water

16 filtration for our comuniti es.

17 DHEC need to put attention on the fact
18 that natural forest and wetl ands increase the

19 resiliency of flood-prone areas whereas the forest
20 deprivation, clearcut |ogging, and conversion to
21 plantations significantly decrease fl ood

22 protections and benefits to surroundi ng

23 communi ti es.

24 (Timer sounds.)

25 We al so know -- |'m al nost done. So we
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al so know that carbon em ssions remain in the
at nosphere for decades. And even new trees --
even though if new trees are planted as that
repl acenent rate.

Residents close to the plant are
conpl ai ni ng about the trucks, the noise, and the
dust, and the wood debris. |Inpact residents
deserve an opportunity to be infornmed about the
consequences of approving this permt and the real
nmeani ng of expansion. W cannot deny that we're
in aclimte and a pandemc crisis. And current
(technical difficulty) electricity is not a
solution. It's our odd destruction. |'m asking
DHEC to deny this permt for Enviva's expansion.
Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR  Thank you.
Thank you very nmuch for your comment.

W will now nove on to Sabrina MIler,
and followng Ms. Sabrina MIler, Tim Adans.

Ms. Sabrina MIler, please unmute your mc if you
would like to provide your comments.

M5. MLLER Can everyone hear ne?

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR  Yes.

M5. MLLER Ckay. Good afternoon,

everybody. M nane is Sabrina MIler, and | am
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the executive director of the Boys & Grls O ub of
t he Lakel ands. Enviva has been a staunch
supporter of the Boys & Grls Club of the
Lakel ands since we cane to the community about a
year ago. And besides being a val ued enpl oyer of
many persons in Geenwood, Enviva is a great
corporate partner. This application for permt is
proof that they are commtted to inproving
conditions in the community by doing all they can
to not cause harm W have nore than 30 percent
of our youth in G eenwood |living bel ow the poverty
| ine, and Enviva has donated generously to the
Boys & Grls Cub to ensure that those youth who
ot herwi se woul d not have any opportunities to
| nprove their stations in |ife now have an
opportunity through progranms that the Boys & Grls
Club provides that are staunchly supported by
Envi va through their generous donations of not
just financial support but al so through
volunteerism utilizing their staff to support any
projects that we have, but (technical difficulty)
mentors to our students, and just being a great
corporate partner to us.

So because of the great good that |

know Enviva continues to do in our comrunity, |
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woul d very nuch ask that DHEC woul d pl ease approve
their application for permt. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Thank you.

W will now call on Tim Adans.

M. Adans, please unmnute.

MR, ADAMS: Can you hear ne?

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR  And you nmay
provi de your conment. Yes.

M5. MLLER Ckay. Good evening. M
name is Tim Adans, T-I-MA-D-A-MS. |'m speaking
on behal f of the South Carolina Forestry
Comm ssion in support of the Enviva air quality
permt. | have responsibilities for collecting
and anal yzing forest resource data related to
forest sustainability.

First, to put things in perspective,
two-thirds of South Carolina is forested, that our
state i s undergoi ng change as our popul ati on
grows. You have only to drive the interstate
corridor near Charleston and Geenville to see
t hat change for yourself. So far, forest |and
base is stable at 12.9 mlIlion acres. And that's
refreshing news for the air we breathe and the
wat er we drink because the cl eanest air and water

cone fromour forests.
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1 Now, this public hearing is
2 specifically about air quality, and I'll say the
3 greatest threat to air quality related to forestry
4 is the loss of forestland acreage. For instance,
5 the 1-85 corridor through the Upstate has | ost
6 over 175,000 acres of forest over the past
7 25 years.
8 So how do we maintain our forests and
9 the ecosystem services that they provide? And
10 it's really quite sinple. W create value for
11 forest |landowners so they can afford to maintain
12 their land in forests. The primary econom c val ue
13 that | andowners receive cones from markets for
14 their tinber products. The G eenwood area doesn't
15 have an abundance of markets, and that's reflected
16 in the lower tinber prices that | andowners receive
17 in the Upstate. The Enviva pul pwood nmarket all ows
18 landowners to thin their pine stands for inproved
19 health and vigor.
20 Now, the ratio of tinmber growh to the
21  armount of annual harvest is the best neasure of
22 forest sustainability, and the bigger the nunber,
23 the better. |In Enviva's wood basket, the
24  growth-drain ratiois 2.1 for softwoods and 4.1
25 for hardwoods. So that nmeans that tw ce as nuch
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sof twood and four tinmes as nuch hardwood is being
grown as is harvested annually. Even wth the
Envi va expansi on, the G eenwood wood basket is
expected to continuing grow ng.

| can summari ze the forests' resource
as being sustainable: OQur forests are bal anced
wi th equal acreage of softwood and har dwoods.

Ei ghty-seven percent of the forests are
owned by private individuals.

And even with the expansion, pellet
production will only amount to just a little bit
over 1 percent of all the tinber products that we
manufacture in South Carolina.

Now, | started ny remarks by saying
that the cleanest air and water conme from our
forests. Forest |andowners are providing these
ecosystem services to the public free of charge,
but they need healthy tinber markets |ike Enviva's
G eenwood facility. Thank you for this
opportunity to comrent.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Thank you for
your comment.

W will now nove to Janes S. Sanders,
Junior. M. Sanders, you coul d please unnute your

mc if you would Iike to provide your comment.
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W will now call on Ken Leach, foll owed
by Reverend Leo Wodberry. M. Leach, would you
pl ease unnmute your mc and provide your nanme and
your comment. Thank you.

MR LEACH M nane is Ken Leach, K-E-N
L-E-A-CH | live in Geenwod, and |"mretired
after a 40-year career in forestry. | currently
vol unteer in various capacities and boards with
the South Carolina Certified Tree Farm Program
the Forestry Association of South Carolina, the
Upper Savannah Land Trust, the Greenwood Forestry
Associ ation, and Keep G eenwood County Beautiful.

| returned in nine -- in 2015 to
Greenwood after accepting the position of
procurenment manager for the pellet mlIl| being
built by Col onbo Energy. Procurenent nanager is
responsi ble for the acquisition of the fiber to
feed the mlIl. Colonbo was Enviva's predecessor.
My task was to build a supply chain to support the
operation and get that wood certified to the
various sustainability standards required in the
gl obal pellet market. Several studies were
conducted to verify the presence of a sustainable
wood in the fiber supply to support the operation.

VWhat | have found when | arrived were
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tree farmers, |andowners, |oggers, and wood
suppliers who were anxious to see anot her nmarket
for their | ow grade wood or pul pwood. | spoke to
| andowners and | oggers who coul dn't get wood cut
due to the lack of consistent markets. A supply
chain was in place and certification to four

I nternationally-recogni zed sustainability
standards were required to sell to the world
pell et market were secured for the startup in late
2016.

In the past five years, this region has
been -- has seen periodic shifts in demand for
wood due to m Il closures, changes in production,
or changes in the species consuned. These ongoi ng
changes are unsettling to | andowners and suppliers
in the region. The presence of the pellet mll
of fers another market for the wood, and has been a
positive and stabilizing influence for pul pwood
har vesti ng.

As with any industry, comm ssioning and
startup of a new facility is not wthout
chal l enges. M experience has been that both
Col onbo and Enviva tackled every challenge in a
very professional manner, striving to neet air

permt requirenments. As Enviva's markets devel op
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worl dwi de, I'msure they will be very keen to see
that any permtting required to neet those goals
were exceeded wth the sane intensity and
professionalismthat | experienced during ny
enploynent. | ask you to support Enviva's air
quality permt. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR:  Thank you.

Reverend Whodberry, please unnute and
provi de your conment.

REV. WOODBERRY: Thank you. Thank you
very much. M nane is Leo Whodberry, L-E-O
WO ODB-ERRY | amthe executive director of
New Al pha Community Devel opnment Corporation, which
is a nenber of the South Carolina Environnental
Justice Network, and | also serve as a board
menber for Dogwood Alliance. |'mcomng to you at
this tinme in order to request that DHEC deny the
permt to expand the Enviva plant at G eenwood.

And | was very pleased to hear at the
begi nning of this hearing that DHEC is tasked with
| ooking after the public health of the citizens of
Sout h Carolina because so nany of the comments
made are based with -- based on wealth rather than
concern for the health of the citizens of

G eenwood and surroundi ng areas. Wen we | ook at
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the permt requesting expansion, we note that they
are endeavoring to put controls in place that wll
reduce HAPs, VQOCs, and controlled dust, even

t hough we know that there is a history of

viol ations of em ssions emtted by the plant.

So when we | ook at the place that we
are currently in right nowin South Carolina and
our nation, when COVID is spiking in South
Carolina and ravagi ng our communities, froma
public health perspective we know that people who
suffer fromrespiratory problens are nore
susceptible to contract COVID 19 and
unfortunately, to becone fatalities.

When we | ook at the fact that Enviva
needs to put in place a better business nmanagenent
plan that is known to the conmunity, that they
need to conduct an environnental justice analysis
so that we can see the inpacts on the community
and the health of its nmenbers. W need to | ook at
the fact that particulate matter will still be
spread throughout the conmunity on | oggi ng trucks
as they travel through the roads, that we need
better dust control both outside of the facility
and inside of the facility. And wth the

em ssi ons, because there's still going to be
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em ssi ons even though they're reducing, especially
with the expansion of production, we need to | ook
at the fact that stacks need to be increased in
hei ght so that the VOCs and HAPs are emtted
hi gher in the atnosphere and thus produce a | ower
risk for the citizens of G eenwood and surroundi ng
ar eas.

| have to say at this tinme when people
are struggling to breathe, fromchildren to our
seniors --

(Ti mer sounds.)

-- and noting the nultiple violations
that the Enviva plant has done as recently as a
nonth ago that nore controls, better managenent
practices need to be put in place before this
permt can be approved. Thank you very mnuch.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR  Thank you,
Rever end Wodberry.

W would now | ike to call on Craft
Hol li ngsworth. M. Hollingsworth, if you could
pl ease unnute your mcC.

M. Hollingsworth, if you would like to
provi de a comment now, you can do so by unnuting
your mc. W have sone instructions on the screen

on how to do so.
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W will now nove on and call on Dall as

Conyers.

REV. CONYERS. Hello. Can you hear ne?

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Yes, we can
hear you. Thank you.

REV. CONYERS: My nane is Reverend
Dal | as Conyers. That is spelled D-A-L-L-A-S
CONY-E-RS | amcurrently the program
coordinator for South Carolina Interfaith Power
and Light. | am al so speaking as a sustai nabl e
agriculturist, beekeeper, |licensed husbandnman, and
per macul turi st.

|'"ve heard a | ot tonight that makes ne
want to go off script of ny proposed topic, but I
amstill saying please do not approve this permt.
As Reverend Wodberry said, nost of the pro
comments are centered around econom cs. But
econom cs does nothing for this | atest generation
of children, who are the first generation in over
200 years whose |ife expectancy is actually
shorter than the generation before them Al of
this progress has resulted in genetic and
environnental harns that are so egregious that we
are shortening our |ife spans, and our children

are the ones paying for it. W nust stop | ooking

803.749.8100 Southern Reporting, Inc. www.souther nrepor ting.net



Hearing

Enviva Pellets Greenwood, LL C (Enviva) - Draft Air Synthetic Minor Construction

Page 64
8/20/2020

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

at noney as a notivator when the generation of
that noney is harmng and killing the peopl e that
It's supposed to be supporting.

|'ve heard many comments about health
of forests. And the fact of the matter is the
forest that they're tal king about are |argely
nmonocul tures, which are not working forests.
Wor ki ng forests are supposed to be diverse,
supporting many forns of life and, therefore,
creating and sustaining naturally the biodiversity
necessary to create a healthy environnment not just
for the animals and plants that live in it but
al so for the humans that live in, |ive nearby
t hem

These are not the cases in these
forests that they're tal king about. These forests
have been stripped bare of nost of the
bi odi versity, and that is why so many of the trees
are unheal thy; not because too nmany trees are
st andi ng, but because there's too much human
interference in those lands as it is.

We need to | ook at the fact that when
we see conpanies like this operating, the areas in
whi ch they operate are usually poor or places of

color. You do not see this near the operator's or
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t he people who create these busi nesses hones
because they know that they don't want them near
their homes. | heard one person say that the
community wll understand. That tells you both

t hat, nunber one, they don't live in the community
and, nunber two, the community is suffering. They
know t he community is suffering. And they're
saying eventually they' Il understand. Wen wl|
the community understand? Wen their nedication
bills surpass any noney they're getting from
working in Enviva or working in that area? WII

t hey understand when their children's nedica

bills surpass any noney given by Enviva or when
their child has to go to the hospital instead of
to the new Boys & Grls Cub or expanded Boys &
Grls dub?

We need to stop using noney as a |lynch
poi nt as people are dying, as we're shortening our
life.

(Ti mer sounds.)

And we need to ask oursel ves when God
| ooks upon the creation that he called good and
told us to be stewards of it, wll they be able to
answer himw th a book and | edger of our accounts

or will he | ook at us and see how we affected his
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1 creation and his other children that | ook just

2 look us? Thank you for allowng ne to speak.

3 Please do not approve this permt. Look to your

4 nporality and | ook to whether or not you would want
5 to live next door to Enviva. Thank you.

6 HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR  Thank you.

7 W will nowcall on Chris Brown,

8 followed by Heather Hillaker. M. Brown, please

9 unnute and you coul d provide your comrent.

10 MR. BROMN: Hello. Can you hear ne?

11 HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR:  Yes.

12 MR. BROWN. Thank you. Yes, | am Chris
13 Brown. | am Enviva's community rel ations nmanager.
14 | support this permt since it wll allow Enviva

15 to enhance and inprove its operations in G eenwood
16 County. This is a good thing for a great

17 community.

18 In ny role, | have the honor of working
19 closely with nonprofit organizations in the

20 communities that Enviva operates. These

21  nonprofits are staffed by |ike-m nded individuals
22 who share the sane basic goal of inproving the

23 lives of others in their comunity. | amproud to
24  Dbe one of the newest board nenbers for the Boys &

25 Adrls Cub of the Lakel ands Region, and we're al
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excited about the new Josh Norman Teen Center that
Is due to open this fall. It will be an awesone
asset for G eenwood County.

The col l ective energy of the
I ndividuals that | work with has no limts, but
budgets and volunteers do. M good friend,
Sabrina MIler, who you heard fromearlier is with
the Boys & Grls Club, and she's a classic exanple
of this. Last year Enviva signed on to sponsor a
famly fun event for the children of the Boys &
Grls Cub close to the Christmas holiday. Upon
nmy arrival with a fell ow Enviva enpl oyee, Sabrina
asked us if we're going to observe or participate.
| replied that we were there to volunteer. So for
the next two hours, | nade reindeer out of plastic
cups while ny associ ate hel ped children decorate
cookies. It was a fun and rewarding tine, and
it's sonmething that we do all the tine at Enviva.

Enviva's relationship continued to grow
with the Boys & Grls Club as we becane one of the
first corporate sponsors of the new Josh Norman
Teen Center that is set to open, as | said, this
fall. That new center is poised to serve over
1,000 boys and girls annual ly, providing countless

opportunities for the youth of Geenwood. In
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1 addition to our work with the Boys & Grls C ub, |
2 ampersonally engaged with volunteer efforts and
3 sponsorships with nearly a dozen different

4 nonprofit organizations in the G eenwod area,

5 fromcleaning up Lake Greenwood to sponsori ng

6 events with G eenwood Chanber of Commerce.

7 I n closing, Enviva cares about our

8 communities. W're engaged. W invest in our

9 comunities. That's what we do here in G eenwod
10 and throughout the G eenwood enterprise. Thank
11  you very nuch for the opportunity to provide

12 coments tonight.

13 HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Thank you very
14 nuch.

15 Ms. Heather Hill aker?

16 M5. H LLAKER: H . Can you hear ne?

17 HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR  Yes.

18 MS. HI LLAKER: Thank you. M nane is

19 Heat her Hi || aker; |l ast name, HI-L-L-A-K-E-R  And

20 | aman attorney with the Southern Environnent al
21 Law Center. In addition to witten comments that
22 wll be submtted jointly with the Environnental
23 Integrity Project, | am providing oral conments

24  tonight to highlight a few specific issues with

25 the draft permit and this facility.
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The draft permt at issue tonight
I nvol ves an expansi on and nodification to the
exi sting Enviva G eenwod facility. As part of
this nodification, Enviva plans to install
addi tional pollution control technol ogies that
wi || decrease several pollutants. Not al
pol l utants, however, will decrease. 1In
particular, by permtting Enviva to expand
producti on by over 100,000 tons per year and
increase itself with content to a hundred percent,
the draft permt would also allow Enviva to
I ncrease em ssions of hazardous and toxic air
pol [ utants, including formal dehyde.

The increase in production allowed

under the draft permt wll have other harnfu

| npacts to nearby communities. |ncreased
production at the pellet mlIl wll nmean nore truck
and rail traffic, which will in turn increase

pol l ution, dust, odor, and noise. Recent aerial
phot ographs of the facility showed dozens of
| oggi ng trucks lined up at one tine to unl oad
trees at the facility.

Addi tionally, as we've heard tonight,
residents living closest to the facility have

expressed concerns over the anpunt of dust and
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soot in the air fromEnviva's current operations.
This wll only be exacerbated by the proposed
expansion. These inpacts wll threaten the health
and quality of life for people living near the
pl ant .

Additionally, according to the
i nformation provided in the permtting docunents,
it appears that the Enviva G eenwood facility has
been illegally operating as a maj or source of
ni trogen oxi de and carbon nonoxi de for the past
few years. Enviva's pernmt application
acknow edges that the previous owners, Col onbo
Energy, failed to quantify em ssions from al
sources at the facility, em ssions which Enviva is
now i ncorporating as part of the pending permt.
As shown plainly in the chart provided in Enviva's
own application, when all of the em ssion sources
are properly accounted for, em ssions of NOx and
CO exceed the major source threshold under the
Clean Air Act's Prevention of Significant
Deterioration Program The facility does not,
however, have a major source permt and has not
under gone pre-construction review as required
under state and federal air quality laws. Wile

NOx and CO em ssions wll decrease as a result of
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t he proposed nodification, that does not change
the fact the facility has been illegally operating
as a major source for the past few years and w ||
continue to do so until the proposed control
technol ogi es are installed and operational, which
may not be for another year. Accordingly, DHEC
shoul d take the appropriate enforcenent action
against the facility for operating a nmjor source
of NOx and COin violation of the Clean Ar Act.

| ook forward to expandi ng on these
and other issues in our witten comments, and |
encourage DHEC to listen carefully to the
conpl ai nts bei ng made toni ght by those Iiving
nearby to the -- nearby to the facility and to
take those issues into account when eval uating
Enviva's proposal. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Thank you.

We'll now nove on to Chief Parr. Chief

Parr, if you would like to comrent, please unnmute

your mc or star six using your phone.

W will now call on Luke Penney. Luke
Penney?

MR. PENNEY: Yes. Can you hear ne?

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Yes. Thank
you.
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MR, PENNEY: Al right. M nane is
Luke Penney. That's L-UK-E P-E-N-N-E-Y. | am
the president of the Abbeville County Landowners
Association and a forestry consultant. | amin
support of Enviva's proposed expansion and air

gquality permt at their G eenwood pellet facility.

The Enviva m || purchases pul pwood from

private | andowners in Abbeville and surroundi ng
counties. Landowners in Abbeville County and

t hroughout the Pi ednont of South Carolina have a
need for pul pwood narkets to maintain the health
and vigor of their forests. The Enviva mll sits
in a location that gives it the ability to have a
positive inpact on stunpage val ues, which drive
the incentive for reforestation and heal thy forest
managenent .

The Pi ednont region of the southeast
has suffered fromfragnmentation. A byproduct of
fragnentation is urbani zati on and devel opnent. A
strong tinber market is one of the better tools to
hel p curb fragnmentation of forest |andscapes and
devel opnment whil e mai ntaining and creating nore
forested | and. Forest |andowners in Abbeville
County have made a long-terminvestnent in trees

whi ch provide clean air, water, and wildlife
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habitat and quality of |ife for residents.

The majority of the tinber harvested
for the Enviva mll comes fromthinning stands of
tinmber. Thinning renoves di seased and
poor-quality trees, enhancing the health and
viability of the remaining stand of trees. A
healthy tree is |l ess receptive to pest, disease,
and drought.

| appreciate the opportunity to provide
nmy conments. Thanks.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR:  Thank you.

We' Il now nove on to Fl orence Anoruo.
The last nane is spelled ANOCRUQO |If you
would i ke to provide your conment, please unnute
your m crophone at this tine.

W will now call on Annenmarie Humm
followed by Trip Chavis. Annenarie, please unnmute
your mc at this tinme to provide your coment.
Thank you.

M5. HUW  Thank you. M nane is
Annemarie HUmMm A-NNNE-MA-R-I-E HU MM | am
here to speak on behalf of several nei ghbors that
live very close to the Enviva plant in G eenwood.
Sone are very frustrated and nmany are intimdated

and too shy to speak publicly about their
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concerns, and few do not know where to turn for
hel p. That's why they asked ne to help with their
conpl aint and also with the public conment.

W oppose the expansion at the Enviva
G eenwood plant. W think that we are not getting
heard and that big business, |ocal organizations,
and the | ocal governnment are working together to
i gnore the sinple people living in the area around
the plant. W also need to renenber there is
Wodfi el ds El enentary School close by, and nobody
has spoken up for the children that go to the
school every day.

| wll stick to the major concerns and
conplaints told by Rita Del oach, M chael G nn,
Forest Al exander, Gale and Donni e Hentz, Donna and
W bert Hi cken, and Connie Martin. Oher than the
dust and particulates in the air which settle on
everything -- especially the cars, the trucks or
personal vehicles, nmetal buildings, the property
owners' yards -- the noise is a big issue.
Confort is being outside -- confort of being
outside is limted by the dust particul ates which
are in the air and are being breathed in al ong
Wi th the punping and the grinding noise of the

pl ant, especially at night, being the hameri ng,
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the train car noises, and the horn bl owi ng when
the train cars are noved, especially from4 til
7 a.m, as Donny Hentz told ne.

Fires have happened several tines, and
snoke and nusty pine odor is noticed by M chael
G nn and Gale Hentz. "One never knows what is
next," Gale said. The constant truck traffic, the
consequent road dust pollution, and the wood
debris fromthe transportation trucks are a
constant eyesore. Several residents have filed
conpl aints with DHEC before and have even been
visited by the departnent representative, only to
be told there's nothing they could do.

We are fed up being ignored and overrun
by non-caring governnent officials, DHEC, and the
bi g busi nesses building up all around us. W feel
trapped. W urge you to keep our air clean; our
ni ghts quiet, so we and our children can sl eep;
and our areas safe fromfire hazards, black snoke
pl unes floating through the air above us.

(Ti mer sounds.)

Musty odors and (technical difficulty)
perfumes comng fromthe constant |ines of trucks.
Most of us have lived here before the plant

opened, and Enviva has been neglectful in our need
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for clean air and a confortable |iving
envi ronnment. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Thank you.

M. Trip Chavis, please.

MR CHAVIS: Thank you. M nane is
Trip, T-R1-P; Chavis, CGCHA-V-1-S. | amthe
president and CEO of MIIliken Forestry Conpany of
Sout h Carolina, |and nmanagenent consulting firm
And |I'm here tonight to speak in support of
Enviva's air quality permt to enhance and expand
its facility in G eenwood.

The permt represents a
$20-plus-mllion investnment in Geenwood. It wll
enable the facility to be nore efficient, increase
production, and inprove its overall environnental
performance. Wth a current estinmated total
econom ¢ inpact of $115 million to the G eenwood
community, the increase in production will provide
a boost to the forest products sector while
provi ding an increased denmand for wood fiber from
private | andowners. The capacity increase at
Envi va G eenwood neans i ncreased market
opportunities for South Carolina famly | andowners
to provide several hundred thousand additi onal

tons of sustainably grown wood to green energy.
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Markets are inportant to private | andowners
providing the incentive to plant and nanage
heal t hy and productive forests that provide
count| ess environnental benefits for all of South
Car ol i ni ans.

Through their commtnent to
sustainability and i nprove forest health, Enviva
has been and currently is an advocate and consuner
of certified wood. Enviva and MIIliken strongly
support certification of working forests under the
American Tree Farm System and/ or the Forest
St ewardshi p Council prograns. These certification
prograns require nonitoring and proof that
harvested forests are replanted and sust ai nabl e.

Lastly, | believe the proposed
expansion wi Il support well-nmanaged forests and
| nprove forest health. Enviva uses forest
products that allow a market for foresters to be
able to renove and nonetize trees that are
di seased, unhealthy, and of poor quality, focusing
future forest growh on high-quality trees and
wel | - managed stands providi ng environnent al
benefits that only a healthy South Carolina forest
can provide.

| appreciate the opportunity to provide
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conmrent .

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Thank you.

We'll now call on Craft Hollingsworth.
Craft Hollingsworth?

MR, HOLLI NGSWORTH:  Yes. Can you hear
me?

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR  Yes, we can
hear you.

MR, HOLLI NGSWORTH: Okay. M nane is
Croft Hollingsworth. That's GROF-T
HOL-L-I-NGS-WORT-H And I'mthe plant
manager at Enviva's G eenwood facility. | have
| ived and worked in G eenwood for nearly 25 years
except for the two years in which ny wwfe and |
lived and worked in Oregon. Enviva provided us
t he opportunity to return to G eenwood area to be
closer to our kids and the community which we very
much enj oy.

| lead a team of 80 nen and wonen at
Enviva Greenwood. Many started with limted skill
sets and have been able to grow personally and
prof essionally thanks in part to our conpany's
di sci pline and comm tnent to operational
excellence. | also have the privilege of working

al ongsi de dozens of |ocal area businesses that
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make up our supply chain, and they all share our
passion for healthy forests and thriving and

heal t hy conmunity.

This permt is about enhancing emn ssion

controls at the plant, which will reduce its

em ssions further and allow us to noderately

I ncrease production. These enhancenents represent
a positive econom c benefit for our partners and
the | ocal supply chain including forest

| andowners, |oggers, local sawmlls, truckers,
mechani cs, and ot her service providers. | care
about Greenwood: ny teamat the plant, ny

nei ghbors, and ny community. |'ve always been an
active community nenber, volunteering for many
organi zations and nmany activities. | also served
on the board of Beyond Abuse for many years. |'m
passi onat e about ensuring Enviva is doing
everything it can to be a good nei ghbor.

As the plant manager, it is ny
responsibility to ensure the plant is conpliant
wWith our permts and that we follow regul atory
requi renents. And we take that responsibility
seriously, putting great effort, tine, and
i nvestment in our team and resources to ensure

environnental conpliance. Wth the enhancenents
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to the facility, we will be investing nearly 28
mllion in additional equipnment and environnenta
controls all ainmed at making the plant run nore
efficiently and reducing our em ssions. This
permt would increase our total investnment in the
conmunity to over $150 mllion. Every dollar we
spend in Greenwood creates an econom c inpact that
generates additional salaries, taxes, revenue for
| andowner s, and spending in our comrunity.

| fully support this permt and
encourage DHEC to approve it. As the plant
manager and, nore inportantly, as a |longtine
resi dent of G eenwood, you have ny conmm tnent that
we Wil continue to operate this plant
responsi bly, be a good nei ghbor, and be a positive
menber of the G eenwood community. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR  Thank you.

Chief Parr, we would like to now cal
on Chief Parr.

CH EF PARR. Hello? Can you hear ne?

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Yes, we can
hear you.

CH EF PARR: Can you hear ne? Hello?

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Yes. Pl ease

proceed.
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CH EF PARR. Ckay. | thank y'all for
letting ne be here tonight. | oppose this permt.
|"mthe chief of the Pee Dee Indian Tribe in South
Carolina, one of the chiefs. And it's a shame
that we have not |earned nothing in 200 years.

The nore people, they talk about the wealth and
the -- what they're doing for the comunity, but
they' re not tal king about the community itself,

t hat people are dying because of the |ack of --

| ack of protection. Wen the storns cone through,
our trees protect us. They -- we have nore fl oods
now.

Pl ease, do not give thema permt.
Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR:  Thank you for
your comment.

W' || now nove on to Loretta Slater.

M5. SLATER. Hell o?

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR:  Yes, we can
hear you.

M5. SLATER. Ckay. M nane is Loretta
Slater. And that's L-ORE-T-T-A; Slater is S in
front of "later.” That's the sinple part of it.
I"mof the Whitney M Sl ater Foundation, Ki ngdom

Li ving Tenpl e Church, and New Al pha CDC, and South

803.749.8100 Southern Reporting, Inc. www.souther nrepor ting.net



Hearing

Enviva Pellets Greenwood, LL C (Enviva) - Draft Air Synthetic Minor Construction

Page 82
8/20/2020

1

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Carolina EJ Network.

| heard all the comments that was sai d.

| would like to say this is not a formality for

y'all. It's business. |It's business. Wll, for
me, it's not that. |It's a person -- it's personal
tonme. In 2011, | lost nmy only child, died due to

i1l ness that related to sickness when we was
living in the close -- of a plant and a | ot of
pol |l utions was going on there. She contracted,
you know, sickness where -- at the age of 19 and

passed away at the age of 21. Everybody is

tal ki ng about -- about the wealth and noney and
all that. But it went -- when it cones to a
not her that | ost her only child and will never be

a grandnot her, that hits hard.
| do not want this plant to get a
permt because famly, people over noney any day.
So that's my cooments at this tinme. So pl ease
t hi nk about that, everybody, when a nother is
suf fering.
HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Thank you,
M ss Loretta, and so very sorry about your | oss.
W will nove on with calling on
Al ectron Dorfman, followed by Erni ko Brown.

MR. DORFMAN:. Yes. Can you hear ne?
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HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR. Al ectron,
pl ease provi de your comment --

MR. DORFMAN: My nane is Alectron
Dorfman. That's spelled A-L-E-CGT-R-ON
DORF-MA-N And I'mthe chairman of the
Lakel and G tizens for Clean Air, Incorporated. W
were forned after we started to receive reports
about what was happening in the form of
particul ates and dust and a rain of sawdust that
was com ng down on residents within a mle of the
pl ant that existed. W investigated these reports
and started talking to people in their
nei ghbor hood, and they told us stories of how they
can't sit out in their yard, how their children
cannot play in their yards, how they -- how their
cars were covered in sawdust one hour after they
returned honme from work.

And these kinds of stories are not
bei ng addressed here right now by the fol ks who
want to only tal k about the financial benefits
that this plant brings to the conmunity. O
course this organization, this conpany, is putting
out noney throughout the comunity. They're the
world's richest pellet production plant. They

have plenty of noney, and they're going to spread
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it around while, on the other hand, they're
pol luting this community. And they are doing
that, as is evidenced by the fact that they have
been in violation of the Cean Air Act since
t hey' ve been in operation.

Now, we have particul ate sensors of our
own sourced around the | ake, and we do see at
ni ght, generally, when Enviva is running in ful
production that those plants at tines emt two --
160 particles of 2.5 particulates in a --
t hroughout a 10-m nute cycle. Every 10 m nutes,
we're seeing 160. That is not air that is clean
debris. And those sensors are 5 mles to the
nort heast of those -- of that plant, 5 mles.

So we ask DHEC do not approve an
addi ti onal production of particulates that wll

affect this community in such a negative way. |

t hank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Thank you.

Er ni ko Brown?

M5. BROWN: Yes, ma'am Can you hear
me?

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Yes, ma'am
Thank you.

M5. BROWN: No, thank you.
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Good evening, everyone. M nane is
Erniko Brown. And I'm from McCorm ck, South
Carolina, but |I currently live here in G eenwood,
about 5 mles fromthe Enviva plant. A couple of
years ago | learned of this plant as part of ny
previ ous position as a career coach for SC WrKks.
And |ike many others, | thought that bringing nore
jobs to the community would be what's best for the
community. As a career coach for the WQOA and SC
Wrks, ny position was to assist individuals with
the skills they needed |ike sending them back to
school, finding enploynent, or both.

| did not know the cost of humanity for
t hese jobs being placed in the comunity. These
plants are strategically being placed in
| ow-i ncone conmuni ti es where people are al ready
trying to figure out howto pay their bills, put
food on their tables, and maintain a healthy
ment al bal ance to get through the day. Many of
the children who live in these targeted
comrunities are predonmnantly mnorities with
underlying health issues, with parents who do not
know the harmthat it -- that has entered into
their comunity.

Envi va enpl oys many people who aren't
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from South Carolina, so they do not know rnuch
about the beautiful natural resources that we
have. Wen people who live in these communities
hear the word "expansion,"” they think that it
nmeans nore jobs, a better econony for the
community. Many do not know that this expansion
does not include jobs, and it's inclusive of nore
harnful air pollutants that will cause nore health
i ssues for people in these targeted | ow i ncone
comuni ti es.

Most of ny life has been in sone part
of South Carolina. And all the places that | have
lived are included in that 70- to 75-mle radius
that Enviva currently desecrates. M being from
McCorm ck, | appreciate clean air, the water, the
trees, the state parks that provide beauty and
history. Al these wonderful natural resources
protect us fromclimte change. The forest
protects us from oursel ves.

The people like nyself who have |ived
here nost of our lives do not want to see these
resources beaten and brui sed by big corporations
for a few dollars. Lives here are at stake and
people are not up for sale. | liveinthis

comunity, and it's a snmack in the face to nme and
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ny existence. It is in a large part of

envi ronnental racismand continues to separate the
haves fromthe have-nots. W are all a part of
one race, the human race, and should have nore --
and should have a nore equitable future for all of
us ahead.

| doubt if, excuse nme, the people here
today holding this hearing live in the area that's
bei ng affected by pollution, but I think if you
were or your famly or your conmunity, what would
you do or want to see? W're already dealing with
a gl obal --

(Timer sounds.)

-- pandem c that has cost us the lives
of so many. Wy would we want to continue to put
nmore in harms way?

Many people who live in -- many people
who live close to the Enviva plant don't have
access to Internet and aren't able to attend this
virtual hearing. W live in a rural area, and
many fol ks don't have access to broadband, which
could be the reason that many of themaren't here.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR Ms. Brown?

M5. BROAN:  Yes.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: WIIl we --
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could we ask that you conplete that statenent, and
we woul d need to nove on in order for everyone to
be able to provide coment tonight. But,
certainly, you can provide additional coments in
witing.

M5. BROMN: Ckay. The last thing | had
was as a state, we say, "Wile | breathe, | hope."
Wth industries like this comng into our state
and all of the clearcutting and | eaving forests
and wooden areas danaged and torn apart, we cannot
breathe. And without that, there is no hope.
Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Thank you.

We' Il now nove on by calling Elizabeth
Kress, followed by Patrick Anderson. Elizabeth
Kress?

M5. KRESS: Hello. M nane is
Eli zabeth Kress. | have 17 years of enpl oynent
experi ence working as an engineer with a variety
of renewabl e energy projects for utility in South
Carolina. Wile, you know, solar wi nd and storage
are exciting technol ogi es, bionmass is an inportant
resource. And | believe that biomass will be even
nore inportant in the future.

| have a very good understandi ng of how
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our forests and tinberlands are held in South
Carolina. It's inportant that we have markets for
wood in order to keep our forests. |If |andowners
can't sell trees to pay taxes and property
managenent, our forests will be sold off. And

t hese are private | andowners, for the nost part,

I n our state.

So having studied the potential for
bi omass to energy in South Carolina, along with
the benefits and detrinments of biomass and al
ot her alternative energy sources, here is what |
have | ear ned:

W have an adequate forest resource in
South Carolina to support Enviva's plant and even
nore, especially when these are spread out into
t he areas where wood markets are needed.

The tinber markets provide a
substanti al nunber of good jobs and incone to
private | andowners in the |ocal econony.

Bi omass and pellets for energy provide
a substantial carbon benefit over the coal that
was being used in UK and Europe.

Bi omass products and energy shoul d be
supported by people who truly care about the

envi ronnment and people who take the tinme to
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understand the forestry and bi onass processes.
For these reasons and nore, | support

granting the permt to Enviva. Thank you very

much.
HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Thank you.
Patri ck Anderson?
MR. ANDERSON: Hi . Can you hear nme?
HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR:  Yes.
MR. ANDERSON:. Thank you
Hello, my name is Patrick Anderson.
That's P-AA-T-RI-CK ANDERSON |[|I'man

attorney with the Environnental Integrity Project.
| wll also be providing witten comments prepared
together with the Sout hern Environnental Law
Center.

But I want to point out a few key
I ssues. First, | want to be clear that although
t he project includes new pollution controls, even
with these controls the expansion will lead to an
i ncrease of several harnful pollutants. And, yes,
while particulate matter em ssions fromthe plant
snokest acks are projected to decrease, they wll
only decrease by just 3 percent. Meanwhile, the
fugitive dust that we've heard so nuch about

tonight wll certainly increase.
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As DHEC has heard toni ght and over the

past several years, nunerous nei ghbors have nade
conplaints about this fugitive dust, these

em ssions fromthe plants. This is consistent
wi t h what nei ghbors at nost other Enviva plants
report tinme and again, and it's unacceptabl e.

Fi ne wood dust is not only a nuisance, it's a
heal th hazard. Nunerous nedi cal studi es have
denonstrated that.

So while | appreciate that DHEC
recently required Enviva to reevaluate its
fugitive dust managenent plan, the fact is that
the details of this plan have not been nade
available to the public for notice and comments,
and it's doubtful the plan will be sufficient to
elimnate these harnful fugitive dust em ssions.

Because this dust problemis the nmain
concern nei ghbors have expressed to DHEC, the
permt at issue tonight should itself contain
speci fic, detailed, and enforceabl e operating
practices; maintenance schedul es; and better
nonitoring to mtigate or hopefully elimnate this
harnful fugitive dust. Wthout these
| nprovenents, DHEC shoul d deny the expansi on.

One other thing | wanted to discuss is
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this facility's history of violations for failing
to foll ow key operating and nonitoring conditions
of its existing permt. DHEC recently issued a
conpl i ance order over many significant violations
t hat occurred on dozens or even hundreds of
occasions. Most significantly, these violations

I ncl ude unaut hori zed circunvention of existing
pollution controls that |lead to substantial |evels
of excess emi ssions. Unfortunately, many of these
vi ol ati ons were only discovered because DHEC
happened to conduct unannounced i nspection at the
right tine.

To this end, DHEC needs to issue this
facility's Title 5 federal operating permt as
soon as possible. DHEC was legally required to do
so over a year ago but has not. Title 5 federal
operating permts are crucial because they nust
contai n adequate nonitoring, recordkeeping, and
recording requirenments to ensure conpliance with
all applicable requirenents. |Issuing the legally
required Title 5 permt would be a significant
step towards ensuring Enviva's future conpliance
and also to make sure that violations are not only
di scovered --

(Timer sounds.)
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-- when DHEC happens to be on site.

Thank you. That's all | have for you
t oni ght .

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Thank you.

VW will now call on Nathan M ure,
foll owed by Varis Wodberry. Nathan, please
unnmut e, and you can provide your comment. Thank
you.

MR, BRIGGS: Hey, Mnica. Nathan |et
us know that he wasn't gonna be able to hang
around, and he provided his coments in witten
form

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Thank you.

Virus -- I'msorry, Varis Wodberry.
M. Woodberry, if you would like to provide a
comrent, please unnute.

We'll nove on to Jimmy Corley. Jinmy
Corl ey?

MR, CORLEY: Yes. Can you hear ne?

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Yes, we can
hear you. Thank you.

MR, CORLEY: Ckay. Jimmy Corl ey,
J-1-MMY GCORL-EY. | work with Crawford's
Contracting Services, and we are in favor of the

Enviva air construction permt.
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As a contractor, we work at a | ot of
different facilities, nostly in chemcal plants
around the Augusta area. But for over the |ast
year we have al so had work inside the Enviva
Greenwood facility. During that tinme we've done a
| ot of work on various jobs, a lot of which are
for visual inprovenents to the facility, safety
| nprovenents, and al so environnental inprovenents.
|'"d like to note that, as stated before, Enviva
did not build this facility, but they are
comritted to nove forward and i nprove and better
their facility. | see this throughout a | ot of
the jobs that we get and are doing at their
facility.

So we see this expansion as a positive
nove for not only the facility but also the
community and the environnent. And that's really
all | have. Thank you for the opportunity to
comment, and we are in favor.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR:  Thank you.

W will now call on Stephen Stroud.

Pl ease unnute and provi de your conment.

MR, STROUD: Yes. Can you hear ne now?

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Yes, we can

hear you. Thank you.
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MR, STROUD. Good evening. M nane is
Stephen Stroud, S-T-E-P-HE-NST-ROUD | am
the director of environnental affairs with Enviva
and over the last 12 years have spent ny career
working in environnental permtting for the
nat ural resources and wood product industries. At
Enviva, | |ead our environnental permtting
affairs. And Enviva is a data-driven conpany that
has and continues to make substantial investnents
in environnental control technol ogies to reduce
our environnental footprint in the conmunities
where we operate. |'mhere tonight to speak on
behal f of the conpany in support of the proposed
air permt for the G eenwod plant and, nost
i mportantly, I'mhere to address key air quality
points that this permt wll cover

This permt wll allow us to instal
new control equipnment and utilize a nore robust
controls as it pertains to the em ssions from our
dry hanmmermlls. The permt will reduce al
ozone-form ng conpounds: nitrogen oxide, carbon
nonoxi de, and volatile organics as well as
particul ate matter of PM PMLO, and PM. 5.
Utimately, this results in a | essened

environnmental footprint and cleaner air in the
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comruni ty.

This permt has gone through a thorough

technical review with DHEC which included al
em ssion cal cul ations, regul atory anal ysis, and
anbient air quality nodeling. The air quality
nodel i ng results show conpliance with all anbient
air quality standards in the future state of the
facility. This permt also includes stringent
conpliance testing. And this investnent of
capital and our conpany's resources' allocations
denonstrate our strong environnmental and
conpliance | eadership in the industry as the
worl d's | argest wood pel |l et nmanufacturer.
Recently, DHEC installed two fine
particulate matter anmbient air quality stations of
PM2.5 in close proximty to our facility. The
moni toring conducted by DHEC is for the entire
surroundi ng area, not solely of the Enviva
facility. The data collected by these nonitors
denonstrates that the current air anbient quality
is well below the federal standards and
significantly less than historic fine particul ate
anbient air quality standards nonitors that was
conducted in G eenwood, South Carolina --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: It's been nore
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than three mnutes. This is way beyond anyone
el se's, and you're just reading.
(Timer sounds.)

MR, STROUD:. This facility has and
al ways has operated with a valid and | egal
operating permt. Thank you for the opportunity
to speak and address the public as it pertains to
this application.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Thank you for
your comment.

And we would like to rem nd
participants we would |ike for you to pl ease
continue to have your mcs nuted while others are
provi di ng conments.

W will now nove on with Jaine
W si nggar ver.

M5. WSEGARVER H . M nane is Jaine
Wsegarver. That's J-A-I-ME WI-SE-GA RV, as
in Victor, EER And I'man attorney with the U S.
| ndustrial Pellet Association or USIPA. USIPA is
a not-for-profit trade association. W're based
In R chnond, Virginia. USIPA pronotes
sustainability and safety practices wthin the
U. S. wood energy industry. Qur nenbership

I ncl udes | arge-scal e producers of sustainable wood
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bi omass across the southeast. Enviva is one of
our foundi ng nenbers.

As you consider Enviva's permt
application, | would like to enphasize to the
Departnment of Health and Environnental Control
that | eading scientific authorities and real world
data confirmthe positive benefits of wood bi omass
for the climte, our environnent, and rural
econom es just |like Geenwood. According to the
worl d's forenpst clinate experts, wood bi oenergy
limts global warm ng by replacing fossil fuels
and keeping our forests intact. This was the
conclusion of the UN Intergovernnental Panel on
Cimate Change, the I PCC, which is wdely
considered to be the global authority on climate
science. The | PCC nmakes clear that forests and
forest products have an essential role to play in
mtigating climte change.

In its August 2019 special report on
| and and climate, the | PCC indicated that
bi oenergy and sustainable forestry are critical
conponents in keeping the earth's warm ng bel ow
1.5 degrees celsius. Specifically, the | PCC
stated that sustainable forest nanagenent, quote,

"Almed at storing carbon while yielding tinber,
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fiber, and bioenergy will produce the best results
for the climate." Wod bi onass al so benefits the
envi ronnment by strengthening the market for
forestry. It provides additional incone to

| andowners to help them keep planting trees versus
converting their land to other uses. |It's because
of these strong nmarkets that data fromthe U S
Departnment of Agriculture shows that forest

i nventory, an area in the United States southeast,
have steadily increased since the md 1950s, and
forest carbon stocks have nore than doubl ed.

Wod biomass is a neani ngful but small
part of the overall forest econony. It accounts
for only 3 percent of all wood harvested each year
across the southeast. Thus, it's easy to see why
our forests continue to remain stable, productive,
and healthy, even as they provide a steady supply
of renewabl e forest products, which include
bi omass.

Finally, biomass provides a vita
support of econom c support for conmunities |ike
Greenwood. Enviva has already invested mllions
of dollars in South Carolina, and its G eenwood
pl ant currently supports nore than 250 | obs.

Enviva estinates that it creates a total annual
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1 economc inpact in the region of approximtely
2  $115 mllion.
3 (Ti mer sounds.)
4 The science and the facts show us that
5 an approved permt and expansion at the G eenwood
6 facility would allow Enviva to continue fighting
7 climate change and, thus, we support the approval
8 of the permit. Thank you very nuch.
9 HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR  Thank you.
10 W now call on Brandon Smith. Brandon
11 Smth?
12 We'll nove on to Brad Thonpson. Brad
13 Thonpson, Juni or?
14 MR, THOMPSON: Can you hear ne?
15 HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR  Yes.
16 MR, THOMPSON: Thank you so nuch. This
17 is Brad Thonpson, Junior. That's spelled B-R A-D
18 T-HOMP-S-ON Thank you for the opportunity.
19 Il live in G eenwod, and | represent
20 the South Carolina Chapter of the Association of
21 Consulting Foresters. W are a national
22 organi zation of advisors to forest |andowners.
23 It's highly likely that a consultant forester has
24  been involved at sone point in the nmanagenent of
25 alnost every private forest in South Carolina. A

803.749.8100 Southern Reporting, Inc. www.souther nrepor ting.net



Hearing

Page 101

Enviva Pellets Greenwood, L LC (Enviva) - Draft Air Synthetic Minor Construction 812012020
1 consultant forester serves as the prinmary advisor
2 to private | andowners. W help these owners
3 plant, grow, and market their tinmber. The growth
4 of our business has actually mrrored the growh
5 and forest cover in South Carolina, because it's
6 well-known that forestland cover in South Carolina
7 has increased dramatically over the past
8 100 years. W are proud that our clients are from
9 all incone levels and races. It goes w thout

10 saying that we all seek sustainability, whether
11 it's sustainable forestry or sustainable

12 manuf acturi ng.

13 |"mhere to offer our association's
14  support for Enviva's air quality permt. W know
15 that increased production in Enviva provides

16 private | andowners confidence in keeping their

17 forests as forests. U banization and

18 fragnentation in the Upstate are |leading to |ess
19 forestland. Fragnentation of forests reduces

20 their ability to maintain forest health and

21  provide ecosystem services such as cl ean water,
22 wildlife habitat, carbon sequestration, and clean
23 air. Again, I'll say it again. Fragnentation of
24 forests reduces forest ability to naintain forest
25 health and provi de ecosystem servi ces such as
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1 clean water, wildlife habitat, carbon

2 sequestration, and clean air.

3 Enviva's tinber demand does not

4  encourage | andowners to clearcut mature tinber.

5 Actually, what Enviva's demand has al |l owed us

6 foresters to grow mature forests and actually keep
7 those mature forests healthy from drought and

8 insect threats. These forests are highly diverse
9 and host an array of wildlife. Every property

10 that we manage has a hunting club paying for the
11 right to hunt land. There's al nost zero turnover
12 anong these clubs, so there nust be a great deal
13 of wildlife there for themto enjoy pursuing and
14 for feeding their famlies.

15 There's no -- there's no wood mll| nore
16 diligent in ensuring that harvesting is done

17 sustainably with regard to water quality, so | am
18 surprised really to hear these coments attacking
19 Enviva's environnmental practices. Trees used by
20 Enviva today were planted a decade or nore in the
21 past. W support the continued investnent in

22 forest products nmanufacturing --

23 (Ti mer sounds.)

24 -- to give | andowners confidence in

25 keeping their forests as forests for decades to
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1 come. | thank you so nuch.

2 HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Thank you.
3 W will now go back to Ms. Wéndi

4 Andrews. If you would |like to provide a conment

5 at this tine, Ms. Andrews, we'd like to call on
6 you.
7 M5. ANDREWS: Yes. Thank you. M nane

8 is Wendi Andrews. That's WE-N-D-1 A-ND-R-E-WS.

9 So | reserved ny coments because | was
10 listening to -- | wanted to have an opportunity to
11 get -- to listen to the input fromthe comunity

12 as far as what they were thinking, both those of
13 the forestry industry that has nore know edge than
14 | do, as well as the concerned citizens in the

15 community. So having listened to all of that, |
16 wll say that, you know, | am concerned about the
17 air quality. | represent the Food Bank of

18 G eenwood County, and our focus is addressing food
19 insecurity to the residents of G eenwood County.
20 We focus primarily on our nost vul nerable

21  popul ations, our children and our senior citizens.
22 So | have -- |I've listened to the concerns of the
23 neighbors, and that concerns ne as well.

24 Having said that, | also know very wel

25 Croft Hollingsworth, who is the plant manager of
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1 Enviva. And |I've had the pleasure of neeting

2 Chris Brown. So having listened to all of the

3 concerns and the violations, | know that those two
4 gentlemen wll work diligently to inprove the

5 processes that are great concerns as far as the

6 pollutants in the air for the community because

7 they are concerned about those around them And
8 if this expansion can help inprove the air

9 quality, then | support that 100 percent. So |I'm
10 going to trust that they're going to do what they
11 said that they're going to do and that they're

12 commtted, as | know that they are personally.

13 And for that reason, |I'mgoing to support

14 providing the permt for Enviva.

15 HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Thank you for
16  your comment.

17 At this tinme, | want to just give you a
18 Dbrief remnder that if you have not been able to
19 provide your full comrent tonight in the tine

20 allotted, you can do so by contacting us at the

21  address provided on the screen now, and you can

22 provide your comment in witing. For those who
23 may have had any issues unnuting, you can al so

24  provide coments via the address that we have

25 provided. W also have a phone call-in nunber if
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there is an issue with unnuting via your conputer.
Pl ease feel free to call in to the nunber that we
have provided on the screen. This has given us
multiple ways to reach out to everyone who would
like to comment during this hearing. So we wanted
to make sure that you all had all of this

I nformati on.

Thi s now concl udes everyone who has
preregi stered to speak. Before we begin to hear
from ot her attendees who have deci ded that they
would li ke to comrent, our tech host, Lawa Boyce,
wll give instructions on commenting from your
renote | ocation. Lawa?

TECHNOLOGY HOST BOYCE: Yes. Thanks,
Moni ca.

So as Monica noted, it is inportant
that we hear fromall of you who are interested in
comrenting in the time we have tonight. There are
two ways to conment or request to speak: You can
rai se your hand by clicking on the hand icon in
the floating tool bar or you can unmute your |ine,
and we will know to call on you. |If you're
dialing into the neeting fromyour phone, press
star six to unnmute instead of using the phone's

mute button. By pressing star six, it allows us
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to know that you would like to speak.

Once you' ve unnuted, please refrain
from speaking until you are called on by either
your nane or the last four digits of your phone
nunber. | f we experience a | ot of background
noi se, we may need to nute lines. So when it is
your turn to speak, please clearly state and spel
your nane. |If for sone reason you are
experiencing difficulty with nuting or unmuting
your line, we do encourage you, as Monica said, to
submt your conments via e-nmail to
ai rpncomrent s@lhec. sc.gov or nmail to the addresses
t hat have been provided on the web page in the
public notice and on the screen right now on Slide
29.

Al so, as Monica nentioned earlier,
anything typed into the chat box is subject to be
i ncluded in the record of the public hearing.
However, it would not be considered an official
comrent. W encourage all witten conmments to be
submtted via e-nmail or mail at the addresses
provi ded.

So with that, we will go ahead and get
started. | wll call on those who have indicated

they would |ike to speak. And the first one that
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we will call onis Carol Quarrels. M. Quarrels,
pl ease unnute your line and begin by stating your
name clearly. M. Quarrels, you will have three
m nut es once you begin.

Ckay. We'll try to conme back to
Ms. Quarrels.

Next, we wll go to phone nunber ending
in 2604. 2604, please state your nane and spel
it for the court reporter, and then proceed with
your comment.

MR, BOATRIGHT: Hello. Yes, this is
Xavier Boatright, X-A-V-I-EER B-OGA-T-RI-GHT.
I"'mwith the Sierra dub's Beyond Coal Canpai gn.
"' man organi zed representative. And | have --
and | apol ogize for that. | have -- and | just --
it's shocking to nme to hear the coments from
t hese nei ghbors. | spent sonme tine in North
Carolina around the Northanpton facility, there's
an Enviva plant there, and knew many allies in
that community who say sone of these sane things.

And | just feel as though right now
with our current COVID reality, the fol ks talking
about wealth, I think we need to, before approving
this permt -- I"mopposing this permt at this

ti me because before we can nove forward with any
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1 expansions, | think we have to attend to these
2 issues that we're hearing fromthe community
3 today. | believe in loving thy neighbor. | know

4 we say Enviva is doing their best, but if you | ook
5 at their other plants, sonme of the known

6 violations at the G eenwood plant but al so at

7 other facilities.

8 And the replication of these narratives
9 at their other facilities, there is a true issue
10 with the dust. And according to a Harvard School
11  of Public Health, increased |ong-term exposure to
12 fine particulate matter can lead to increased

13 COVID death. And so with our current reality

14  right now, these folks, it sounds |ike these

15 nei ghbors, these South Carolinians, they need help
16 from you know, Enviva. They're doing their best,
17 and we need to support Enviva to conpletely

18 protect these folks fromthe existing

19 infrastructure before we can nove forward.

20 So | urge DHEC not to approve this

21 permt until we can best protect these nei ghbors
22 and the folks who are living by it and encourage
23 others to devel op dialogue and rel ationships wth
24  the community to |l earn how we can best protect our

25 fellow South Carolinians. Thank you for this tine
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and opportunity.

TECHNCOLOGY HOST BOYCE: Thank you.

Qur next speaker will be phone nunber
ending in 5134. Please state your nane clearly,
and you will have three mnutes to present your
comment. Phone nunber 5134.

M5. GREENLAW Ckay. Al right. So
you can hear ne?

TECHNOLOGY HOST BOYCE: Yes, we can.

Pl ease proceed.

M5. GREENLAW Ckay. My nane is Panel a

Greenlaw. And |'ve been watching for a while how
agenci es such as DHEC handle things in different
ways. There is a way to | ook at what's going on
around us that is beyond just the pencil pushing
her e.

l"mgoing to -- | want to urge
communi ties and nonprofits to watch the film
called "Dark Waters." It's about corporate
i nvestnments in communities that give with one hand
and take away with the other. | don't doubt at
all the sincerity of the volunteers who are
enpl oyees of Enviva when they go and they want to
help with the Boys & Grls Cub. That's

wonder f ul . But that's not the reason for the
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1 existence of Enviva, and they have to put first

2 things first. Corporations often will establish

3 foundations and they collect donations so they can
4 do the good deeds. But they're not -- Enviva

5 right nowis not operating in good faith. W see
6 that there have been nultiple nonconpliance

7 issues, serious ones.

8 |"mgoing to refer to what |I' m worKking
9 on with the people here in South Carolina, and

10 that's the Westinghouse nucl ear fuel fabrication
11 plant. The Air Bureau m ght do well | ooking at

12  what DHEC s site assessnent renedi ation area i s

13 doing. They put together a consent agreenent, and
14 they expected, they expected Westi nghouse plant to
15 pony up and do right. And guess what, they're

16 doing it. They've collected additional -- they've
17  put out extra nonitors that actually give solid

18 scientific data. They've had it assessed,

19 anal yzed i ndependently. And they are noving

20 forward slowy.

21 The Westinghouse plant, of course, it's
22 not, you know, forestry, but it's just a case in
23 point. They are -- they put in a permt

24 application. They withdrewit. They're redoing

25 it. This is what | suggest Enviva does. They
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have the noney to do this. They just purchased --
they're expanding in Georgia and M ssi ssi ppi.
They' re maki ng noney hand over fist. They're
sendi ng pellets overseas, where the pellets are
burned, and they're polluting. So that's -- it's
not just polluting here, polluting over there
where they' re being burned.

So we really have to call themto
account, ask themto renove the permt, to expand.
Make t hem behave. Make them do what they're
supposed to do. Take care of the comunity.

(Timer sounds.)

It doesn't help -- I"'msorry. Let ne
finish this. You can't have parts of the
community that are hel ped and other parts that are
t hrowaway. W call those "sacrifice zones." The
peopl e who are di sposable don't get -- aren't
getting help fromDHEC if you're insisting that
the particulate, the dust that they' re dealing
with, is sonmething you cannot handle. Yes, you
can. Get sone help.

But | do not support this permt at
this tine. They need to withdrawit. And you
need to call themto account, nmake them do the

right thing. Thank you very nuch.
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TECHNOLOGY HOST BOYCE: Thank you,
Ms. G eenl aw

Qur next person up to coment i s phone
nunber ending in 8008. 8008, please state your
name clearly and proceed with your conment, and
you wi I | have three m nutes.

M5. CESAFSKY: Hi, good evening. W
nanme i s Kim Cesafsky, K-1-MCE-S, as in Sam A-F,
as in Frank, S-K-Y. And |I'mthe director of
sustainability policy for Enviva. By way of
background, | have masters' degrees in forestry
and environnental managenent from Duke University,
and |'man expert in forest supply chains and
sustainability. [|I'mhere tonight to speak in
support of this permt and share ny views on
sustainability at Enviva.

W at Enviva, we're proud to be a part
of the robust and | ongstandi ng sout hern forest
products industry, which is our country's ol dest
nat ural resource industry and, arguably, our
bi ggest sustainability success story. W take
great care to ensure that our plants are | ocated
I n areas with an abundant supply of wood from
wor ki ng tinberlands and that our sourcing

practices support the health, longevity, and
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1 carbon storage potential of southern forests. W
2 do this in a responsi ble, safe, and sustai nabl e

3  manner.

4 The benefits of bionmass are clear.

5 Good biomass |ike Enviva's cones from wood sourced
6 sustainably as a byproduct of a traditional tinber
7 harvest froma region with stable or increasing

8 forest carbon stocks. According to data fromthe
9 U S. Forest Service, we can confidently state that
10 forest inventory and, thus, forest carbon storage
11 is increasing in all of our sourcing regions.

12 Each year across the U S. south, only 2
13 percent of the working forestland is harvested,

14 while the remaining 98 percent of the forestland
15 continues to grow and store carbon. And bionass
16 demand makes up only 3 percent of the total anopunt
17 of wood harvested across the south every year.

18 Specific to South Carolina, forests are
19 growing there faster than they're bei ng harvested.
20 Across the nearly 13 mllion acres of working

21 forestland in the state, they're addi ng carbon

22 year over year. For every 1 ton of wood renoved
23 fromthe forest every year in South Carolina,

24  another 1.26 tons of woods are regrowi ng. Enviva

25 also doesn't purchase wood from any harvest that
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will not return to forest after the harvest has
taken place, and that's a requirenent of our
responsi bl e sourcing policy.

Turning to climate benefits and
sust ai nabl e bi oenergy, it's inportant to point out
t hat | eadi ng academ cs and climate scientists
wor | dwi de, they agree that markets supported by
wood bi oenergy protect and grow forests. The
UN | PCC wote a report in 2018 explaining that --
you know, | guess now today we only have ten years
to mtigate the worst effects of climte change,
and bi oenergy is included in every single one of
their pathways towards a desirable future. The
scientific experts in energy systens the world
over recogni ze that biomass is really one of the
pillars of a sustainable climte future. And,
al so, forward-thinking countries, they're
recogni zing this and they've turned to bi oenergy
to neet their climate commtnents. |n Europe,
bi omass represents nore than 60 percent of
renewabl e energy consunption, and it's a key part
of the strategy for neeting anbitious carbon
reducti on goal s.

| invite you all to take a | ook at

Enviva' s responsi bl e sourcing policy and to hold
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1 us accountable for doing what we said we woul d do.
2 (Ti mer sounds.)

3 We're proud of -- we're proud of our
4 record of conserving forests, investing in

5 restoration, and assisting | andowners in

6 certification. W look forward to being part of

7 the South Carolina comunity for years to cone.

8 Thank you very nuch.

9 TECHNOLOGY HOST BOYCE: Thank you.

10 Qur next speaker is M. M ke Metze.

11 M. Meetze, please speak your nane clearly, spel

12 it for the court reporter, and proceed wth your
13 coment. You will have three m nutes.
14 MR MEETZE: Yes, nma'am M nane is

15 M chael Meetze. Meetze is spelled ME-E-T-Z-E

16 And I'mthe chairman of the State Tree Farm

17 Commttee. I'malso a |andowner in Newberry

18 County. And I'malso a registered professional

19 engi neer that began his career at DHEC, 1980.

20 W're -- I'mhere as a representative of the Tree
21 Farm Systemin South Carolina to support the

22  Enviva expansion. The South Carolina Tree Farm
23 Systemis a grassroots organization of famly

24 farnms, representing approxinmately a thousand

25 nmenbers, representing al so about 350,000 of
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certified acres, that being certified to standards
that neet any of the new green -- green issues.

As stated earlier, Enviva has been a
great corporate community nmenber and has provi ded
addi tional outlets for underutilized wood. The
key to manage and sustaining a forest as to
sequest the nost carbon as possible is keeping
that forest growi ng and healthy. A nongrow ng
forest does not sequest carbon. It actually
starts releasing it after it starts dying.

The pellet mll helps with climte
change in two ways: by keeping a grow ng forest
and keeping it sequestering carbon to its full est
extent; and, also, the pellets are used as a
substitute for coal, which also helps with clinmate
revi si ons.

Again, I'min support of Enviva's
expansi on and appreciate the opportunity to get to
speak toni ght. Thank you.

TECHNOLOGY HOST BOYCE: Thank you,

M. Meet ze.

Ms. Slater, we see that you have your
hand rai sed, and you've already spoken. W want
to nmake sure we have enough tinme for others to

speak. But is there sonebody else with you that
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may be interested in speaking?

MS. SLATER  Yes.

TECHNOLOGY HOST BOYCE: (kay. Make
sure you get close to the m crophone, and state
your nane clearly for the court reporter. You
wi |l have three m nutes.

MR. WOODBERRY: M nane is Varis
Whodberry. It's spelled V, as in Victor, A-R-I-S;
| ast nanme Wbodberry, WO OD-B-E-RRY. | amwth
Ki ngdom Li ving Tenpl e and New Al pha CDC. | do not
support the permt for Enviva. | already
submtted ny comment, and | have no further
comrent. Thank you.

TECHNOLOGY HOST BOYCE: Thank you,

Ms. Woodberry.

Next, we have Jim Potts, who has
i ndi cated he would like to speak. M. Potts,
pl ease state your nane clearly for the court
reporter, and you will have three m nutes.

MR, POITS: JimPotts. Can you hear

me?

TECHNOLOGY HOST BOYCE: Yes, sSir.

MR, POITS: Okay. It's J-I1-M
P-OT-T-S. I'ma forest consultant for 55 years.

And nobody has expressed the biol ogical growth of
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forests and the carbon sequestered.

But loblolly pine, which is basically
what Eniva and nost pulp mlIls around here use,
have roughly the life cycle of humans. The
teenagers are the fastest growi ng trees, and
they're the ones that sequestered the carbon.
Once the trees get 25 to 30 years old, |ike
humans, they start deteriorating and goi ng
downhill. Once the trees get 50 to 60 years old,
they start using nore oxygen than they -- than
t hey put out because of all the rot and the |inbs
and the bark and everything that's rotting from
the bacteria and the other creatures that are
eating and rotting in the wood. So if trees
aren't thinned, then they will deteriorate a | ot
faster than normal. And if you go into a forest
that's over 25 or 30 years old that's never been
thinned, there's rot laying all on the ground
everywhere. So we need to be able to thin the
trees.

And they only cl earcut when they reach
maturity, and that's 25, 30, 40 years old. And
t hey al nost al ways planted them back in South
Carolina, and we plant nore back than we cut. And

that's why we're growi ng nore wood every year than
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is being cut. So to keep the forests healthy, we
must have a narket to thin out the diseased, the
crooked, and the trees that are suppressed so that
the others can grow and be healthy and not get
pi ne needl es and the other diseases and bugs that
get into the trees. Thank you.

TECHNOLOGY HOST BOYCE: Thank you.

I's Lynn Hendricks on the line? Lynn
Hendricks is the next to speak. |If you are able
to unnmute, it's star six. Also, if you're on the
conmput er, you can push the m crophone icon to
unmute. You wll have three m nutes. Please
state your nane clearly for the court reporter.
Lynn Hendri cks.

Ckay. We mght cone back to
Ms. Hendri cks.

| s Brandon Smth avail able? Star six
to unmute if you're on the phone or click the
m crophone icon on your conputer screen.

kay. M. Smith, we were not hearing
you. We'll try to conme back to you al so.

| see soneone that is |isted as an
unknown user, but it has the m crophone unnut ed.
Pl ease state your nanme clearly. You will have

three mnutes to speak.
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1 M5. LIVINGSTON: Yes. M nane is Kayla
2 Livingston, K-AY-L-AL-1-V-1-NGS-T-ON.  And |
3 amvery nmuch opposed to this permt.

4 | live across the street fromthe

5 plant, just up the road going toward Fujifilm M
6 husband and | have owned this house for 12 years,
7 but over the last couple of years we've had a | ot
8 of issues. W've had, of course, the particulate
9 mtter that everyone has spoken about has been a
10 rmajor issue. W' ve had issues with it being on

11 our roof, on our vehicles, all over our son's

12 toys. There were periods of tines where we

13 weren't able to spend any tine outdoors because of
14 it. W both have to take Zyrtec every day and

15 have for the last tw years, and that was not

16 sonething we had to do the ten years before that.
17 There have been extrene issues with

18 noise. Particularity at night, the plant seens to
19 be nmeking a hunm ng noi se that keeps us and

20 especially our 8-year-old son up at night.

21 There's beating and banging on the railroad cars,
22 which |'ve heard other people nention. There is
23 also issues with -- just the noise is unbearable
24 for the nost part.

25 It's just really been difficult for us.
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In general, there are tinmes when there are | og
trucks lined up and down the road waiting to get
into the plant. They live -- they |l eave |arge
chunks of wood in the road right in front of our
house on 246 that we end up -- it ends up in our
yard because people run over it, and then we cut
It up with the lawm nower. That's posed a | ot of
i ssues for | awn nower bl ades.

|'ve heard no single person that |ives
in the vicinity of this plant support this
ridiculous permt. | understand that you want to
| nprove things, but you have tied inproving things
in with a permt to produce nore. It's all about
noney, and you care not hing about the people that
live around this plant. There is no sense in
allowing this permt to go through to produce nore
when you cannot even control the em ssions that
are currently being produced. That mnmakes no
sense. |If you want to put in new sensors, new
ways to decrease the particulate nmatters, then do
that. But do not increase production. That nakes
no sense, and it's not fair to those of us who
| i ve around here whose | and no | onger has val ue,
whose hones no | onger have value. | can't sell ny

house. | can't sell nmy land. No one wants to
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live across the street fromthat plant.

This has becone a major issue for
everyone in this area. W appreciate Chris Brown
trying to cone out and talk with us, give cards,
things like that. But that's not gonna cut it.
It's not fair to increase production, for us to
continue to suffer health | oss, sleep |loss, sanity
| oss because we |ive across the street fromthis
terrible plant. Please do not increase
production. Please nake nore efforts to do your
part in reducing the em ssions that are produced
by this plant and nake this a |iveable area for
generations to cone, like ny son, who's going to
be raised in this area. Thank you.

TECHNOLOGY HOST BOYCE: Thank you,
Ms. Livingston.

| want to go back to Fl orence Anoruo
that was called on previously. Florence Anoruo,
if you are avail able, please unnute your |ine
using start six if you' re on the phone or press
the mi crophone if you're on your conputer.

Ckay. We will go back to Lynn
Hendri cks.

Brandon Sm th?

| see one ot her unknown user that has
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their m crophone unnuted. Please state your nane
clearly, and you will have three m nutes for your
coment .

Ckay. 1'll give you one nore
opportunity. W have soneone el se that has
unmuted. It is phone nunber with the last four
digits of 6909. Please state your nane clearly,
spell your name, and you will have three m nutes
for your comment.

DR. ANORUO This is Dr. Florence
Anoruo. First nane is F-L-OR-E-N-CG-E; | ast name
Is ANORUO I'ma plant physiologist, an
envi ronnental scientist, and environnental justice
advocat e.

And nmy comment is that during this
pandem c it has been known throughout the nation
t hat bl ack and brown conmunities have been
adversely affected by COVID-19. And the big
reason for that is because of all the factors that
t hey have been unjustly inpacted by, ranging from
pollution to food insecurity to access to health
care. And this tinme, it's the wong tine to put
any other additional adverse inpact on these
communities. Wth the expansion of Enviva at this

time, that would adversely inpact the health of
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t hose communities and environnents. And | am
joining a large group of other scientists and
organi zations to ask that the permt be halted
during this tine while we're -- people are stil
suffering fromthe pandemic and trying to figure
out how they're going to survive and live with al
the other environnental health issues they are
faci ng.

So we are asking and joining others in
a collective voice to ask that the permt be
halted for now and al so that the Enviva al so | ook
at the inpact of their actions and the (inaudible)
I n these comunities, what it's -- howit's
affecting the lives of the people.

And | hope that also the tinme that
people will have opportunity to air their views
about what is going on in their comunities shoul d
be taken into consideration. The cunul ative
effects of these inpacts along with what's al ready
happeni ng now should all be taken into
consi derati on when these permts are given, and
this is the wong tine. There are a |ot of cases
of cancer and other health-related effects in
t hese communities, and these people cannot afford

to be exposed to any nore pollution of any Kkind.
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1 So we're asking for an injunction on the
2 permtting of any expansi on or establishnent of
3 any wood pellet facility in this neighborhood at

4 this time. Thank you.

5 TECHNOLOGY HOST BOYCE: Thank you. |'m
6 glad you were able to call in.

7 At this tine, | see no other unnuted

8 lines. | would like to give an opportunity for

9 anyone el se who has not already spoken to unnute
10 your line by using star six on your phone or the
11 mcrophone icon on your conputer, and we will call
12 on you in order.

13 Moni ca, | see no other attendees

14 indicating they would |ike to nake an oral comment
15 at this tine. Wuld you like to proceed?

16 HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Yes. Thank

17 you, Law a.

18 Thank you, Kristy.
19 There are no other attendees who woul d
20 like to nake a comment. The conment portion of

21 tonight's public hearing is now concl uded.

22 Pl ease note once again any conments
23 made via the chat box during tonight's public

24 hearing will not serve as an official comment on

25 record, and the agency wll not respond to any
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witten conments posted in the chat box. However,
anything typed into the chat box is subject to be
i ncluded in the record of the public hearing.

Al witten cormments for official
records may be submitted to DHEC by mail or by
e-mai | through August 27th, 2020. Comments shoul d
be addressed to the attention of the Bureau of Air
Qual ity public notice coordinator. Once the
public comment period closes, DHEC wil| review and
consider all coments received prior to making a
final decision. Additional information nay al so
be requested fromthe applicant. Once a final
decision is made, a summary response to witten
comments wll be posted on our web page and
provi ded to everyone on our mailing |ist.

You have the right to request a fina
review of any permt decision nade by DHEC. The
final review request nust be submtted in witing
to DHEC s clerk of the board along with a filing
fee in the amount of $100 within 15 cal endar days

after notice of DHEC s permt decision has been

made.

I n consideration of these requirenents,
you will receive notification of DHEC s perm t
decision by standard U.S. mail or by e-mail. If
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you wi sh to be notified of DHEC s deci si on by
certified mail instead, please nake your request
in witing no |later than August 27th, 2020.
Finally, there is a link on our web
page to the public hearing survey Lawa nentioned
earlier. W are interested in know ng your
t hought s and suggestions about tonight's virtual
public hearing and how DHEC can i nprove the way we
comruni cate and share information with you
Pl ease take a nonent to conplete this survey
Wi thin the next couple of days.
On behalf of DHEC, | would again |ike
to thank you for your attendance and your comrents
this evening. The tine is now 9:28 p.m, and this

hearing is officially adjourned. Thank you and

good ni ght.

(The public hearing was concl uded at
9:28 p.m)

(This transcript may contain quoted
material. Such material is reproduced as read or

guot ed by the speaker.)
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLI NA. )
) CERTI FI CATE
COUNTY OF HORRY )

Be it known that Alison Peterson took
t he foregoing proceedi ng and hereby attests:

That | was then and there a notary
public in and for the State of South Carolina
at-large and that by virtue thereof | was duly
aut hori zed to adm ni ster an oat h;

That the foregoing transcript
represents a true, accurate, and conplete
transcription of the testinony so given at the
time and place aforesaid to the best of ny skill
and ability;

That | amneither a relative nor an
enpl oyee of any of the parties hereto, nor of any
attorney or counsel enployed by the parties
hereto, nor interested in the outconme of this
action;

In wtness thereof, | have hereunto
affixed nmy signature and title.

(Mdon O B

Al'i son N. Peterson,
Court Reporter

My Conmm ssion expires
April 11, 2023
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